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he Athletics Depart-
ment of McPherson
College announced Chan-
dler Short as the new
full-time Athletic Director
on March 2. After former
Athletic Director Andrew
Ehling announced his res-
ignation, Short worked as
the interim Athletic Di-
rector. Short is the second
full-time Athletic Director,
and the first
serve in this position.
Before taking on
the interim position and
the now full-time posi-
tion as director of athlet-
ics, Chandler Short was
the assistant director, and
is finishing her third year.

woman Lo

The transition from as-
sistant to interim Athletic
Director was smooth for
Chandler. “The interim
role throughout the last
two to three months al-
lowed me to immerse my-
self in all facets of the job,
to gain broader under-
standing in certain areas,”

Andrew Ehling’s assistant,
“He truly set the ground-
work for the department
for how an athletic de-
partment should look.”
The new Athletic Director
said that she is working on
setting the new trajecto-
ry of McPherson College
Athletics. The new trajec-
tory “will be driven by the
execution of our strate-
gic plan,” in the words of
Short.

Like many oth-
er faculty and staft at
McPherson College,
Chandler Short was once
a student on campus. “As
a student-athlete, I do not
think I recognized all of
the hard work that goes
nto student-athlete
experience. Slarting with
our coaches and all of the
hard work they do,” she

our

says, “those on campus
who are here truly sup-
port each student in their
endeavors, our faculty
members who challenge

and support us in the

ic Department staff who
is  continually working
on advancing what we do
and provide for our stu-
dents.” There is no doubt

confident in her ability
to perform as the Athletic
Director for MePherson
College. Many

have had nothing but pos-

students

working with and around
Short. She will bring a
very positive energy to the
Athleties Department and
will work diligently to pro-
vide the best experience
for her athletes.

When asked what
advice she would give to
the athletes at MePherson
College, Short said: “I en-
courage all student-ath-
letes to engage across cam-
pus in the opportunities
McPherson College has to
offer, as well as building
relationships with Faculty
and Staff - they are here to
help. McPher-

son  College

College, she said: “Gain
all the experience you can.
The wealth of knowledge
you can gain from intern-
ships, summer jobs, senior
projects and volunteering
will help you as you start
looking for opportunities
within athletics. Athletics
1s a multfaceted
where there are always op-
portunities for continual
learning and professional
development. All experi-
ences are valuable.”

career

1s committed
to enhancing
cach of your
college expe-
riences.” Giv-
ing advice to
students who
want to work
as an Athletic
Director, or
the
De-

work 1n
Athletic

Campus
Blowout
2020
Theme




NEWS

A NEW
RESTAURANT
COMES TO
MCPHERSON

By Meghan Smith
A new restaurant re-
cently opened in
the McPherson communi-
ty. Five Loaves Restaurant
was scheduled to open
in November 2019 and is
open now. It is located
right next to the bowling
alley, Starlite Lanes, at
9oo West Kansas Avenue
Five Loaves serves south-
ern comfort food, such as
fried chicken and chicken
fried steak.

Five Loaves is a fam-
ily owned restaurant, and
this is not the first restau-
rant they have opened.
They own Nels_,hbols Bar
& (Jnll located in Wich-
ita, Kans., and in La.,

The Sweet Spot. Both of

their other restaurants
are known for good ser-
vice and appetizing food.
Neighbors Bar & Grill was
bought from the previ-
ous owners, but was kept
the same, with the same
“great” food as described
by customers. The cook-
ing is homestyle in their

Wichita location. Sweet
Spot sells homestyle des-
sert with 4.9 stars (out of
5). The owners plan to
bring these attributes to
their new restaurant in
MePherson

One student at
McPherson College works
al Five Loaves. Lacy Weav-
er, a freshman softball
player, started working
there around the begin-
ning of Iebruary. She is a
hostess and busser for the
restaurant. Weaver likes
working there a lot be-
cause they are flexible with
her hours. Since Weaver
works there, she has tried
the food and said: “It’s
freaking amazing, 1 love
it. And it’s all homemade.
Everything is cut fresh; ev-
eryday it’s new.” She also
talked about how the peo-
ple she works with are all

very nice and friendly. If

you are ever looking for a
new restaurant to try, Five
Loaves is now an option
in the McPherson area.

COVID-19

HOW TO STAY HEALTHY

wash your hands

Wash your hands often
with soap and water for at
least 20 seconds, especially

after gnln-g to the

oom; before eating;

and uﬁer Ho'mng your
nose, coughing, or
sneezing.

If soap and water are not
readily available, use an
alcohol-based ha

sanitizer with at least 60%
alcohol.

take precautions

Cover your cough or
sneeze with a tissue, then
throw the tissue in the
trash.

Stay home when you are
sick.

Avoid close contact with
people who are sick.

Avoid tuudung r eyes,

nose, and mo

Avoid shari rsonal
household i |Ems'fe

clean your living space

Clean and disinfect
hmuenﬂy touched objects

regular househola cleaning

spray or wipe.

other measures

Get 8 hours of sleep.
Eat healthy and balanced

meals.

Take vitamins.

PRIMARY
ELECTIONS

By Taylor Perez

rimary elections are

happening across the
country. President Trump
is ahead in the Republi-
can nominee race by over
8oo delegates. Joe Biden
and Bernie Sanders are
the two front-runners for
the Democratic nomina-
tion, with Joe Biden ahead
by nearly 100 delegates (at
time of writing). This is not
the first time Joe Biden has
run for president, howev-
er, he has served two terms
as Vice President under
former President Barack
Obama. Bernie Sanders
ran for president in 2016
against  Hillary Clinton,
who eventually won the
Democratic  nomination.
The presidential primary
for the state of Kansas will
be on May 2, 2020. The last
date for the presidential
primary across the Unit-
ed States is June 2, 2020.
Following these prima-
ries, each party will host
a convention where one
nominee will be chosen
to run for president. The
presidential election will
take place Nov. 3, 2020.
President Trump is look-
ing to serve another term,
while Joe Biden and Ber-
nie Sanders are working
for a chance to serve their
first term.



3

VIEWPOINTS

WHAT IS AUTOMOTIVE RESTORATION?
FROM A NON-AR STUDENT

By Meghan Smith

A_ s a non-automotive
estoration  student,

I've never really thought a
lot about the life of an AR
student or even what they
do. As I have delved into
what auto restoration is, |
learned a lot on the jour-
ney. The basis of automo-
live restoration is restor-
ing and preserving older
vehicles.

McPherson College is
the only college that of-
fers a four-year Automo-
tive Restoration major. It
started over 43 years ago
with a very large and gen-
erous donation. A Kansan,

local to the area, donated
125 classic cars that helped
spur interest in the art of
studying old cars. When
first starting out, the Auto
Restoration program at
McPherson College was a
two-year associate’s pro-
gram. Sixteen years ago,
the program changed to
a four-year bachelor’s de-
gree with another gen-
erous donation. Mer-
cedes-Benz helped with
the change, along with
scholarship money from
collectors, and a partner-
ship with the Ferrari Club
of America.

The McPherson College
Cars Motoring Festival be-

gan 20 years ago. Although
I am not an AR major, I
still have a huge appreci-
ation for all the work they
do and for the beauty of
old cars. Last spring, just
under 4oo cars were over-
flowing on the grasses of
McPherson College cam-
pus. Not only is the show
student run, but it attracts
cars from across the na-
tion. The event usually be-
gins on a Friday night with
a cruise downtown to give
a preview of some of the
cars. The cars start show-
ing up on the McPherson
College grasses on Satur-
day at 8 a.m. Throughout
the day, there are demon-

strations, tours of the AR
facility and performances
by the college and local
high school bands. After
all of the festivities, awards
are announced.

From across the nation,
students come to McPher-
son College to get an Auto-
motive Restoration degree.
One of those students is
Benjamin Falconer from
Greeley, Colo. “When you
want to apply to college,
you want to find some-
thing that interests you.”
Falconer grew up being
interested in cars, so he
decided to pursue that in-
terest, and it led him here.
Falconer talked about how
AR majors work mostly on
cars pre-1g70s. Before this
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Four Automotive Restoration
students, Daniel Journey,

Boeckman and Tim Lauring,
attended The Amelia Island
Concours d’Elegance this
year where they served as
apprentice judges, attended
auction events and seminars,
and networked with industry
leaders. Pictured here are the
four students and Amanda
Gutierrez and Brian Martin.

time, companies didn’t
have mass production and
didn’t know how long cars
would last. Due to this fac-
tor, lots of older cars have
bare metal that rusts away.
This then requires res-
toration and repair from
someone like Falconer
and other McPherson Col-
lege AR majors. Falconer’s
specialty is working on
racecars.

Not only does McPher-
son College have an auto-
motive restoration major,
but it also offers an em-
phasis in different areas,
allowing students to spe-
cialize in what interests
them most. The AR em-
phases include: Historic
Automotive  Technology,
Automotive  Restoration

Management, Automotive
Communication, Automo-
tive Restoration Design
and Automotive Resto-
ration Technology.
McPherson College has
a unique experience that
is offered nowhere else in
the nation. Students from
east and west come to a
small town in Kansas to
get a four-year degree in
Automotive Restoration.
Personally, I think having
students that are so differ-
ent from business majors
or health science majors
makes MC even more ap-
pealing. Different students
who offer unique expe-
riences and perspectives
are part of what makes
McPherson College so
special and welcoming to

€veryone.

The McPherson College Spectator is published by the Student Government Association of McPherson
College, PO. Box 1402, McPherson, Kansas 67460. T'he Board of Publications, a sub-commattee of SGA,
directly oversees the publication of The Spectator:

The Spectator is published about once a month, allowing for the interruption of school holidays. Stu-
dent activity fees subsidize publishing costs, and all McPherson College students are entitled to a copy
of ‘each issue without cost.

Subscription information for non-students is available from the The Spectator Lditor-In-Chief ar
spectator@mepherson.edu or on our website: spectator.mepherson.edu

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

The Spectator encourages readers to submit letters to the editor regarding topics covered
in the paper. Letters should be no more than 400 words in length and are due to spectator@
mepherson.edu. For printing schedule, please consult with the Editor in Chief. The Spectator
reserves the right to edit letters for clarity, space and libel. For any questions, please email us.
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“WHO DOES SHE THINK SHE IS?" ART SHOW NOW OPEN

By Meghan Smith

his spring, McPherson

College presents the
“Who Does She Think
She Is?” art show. The
show is open to the pub-
lic from Feb. 24 to April 18,
Monday through [Friday,
8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. The
theme of the art show is
celebrating the rooth anni-
versary of the 1gth amend-
ment, which gave women
the right to vote. Leading
up to 1920, women spent
almost 7o years fighting
for the right to vote, with
many women imprisoned
and killed over it. The art
show offers an opportuni-
ty to celebrate the history
of women and their strug-
gle for equal rights.

Another important as-
pect of the art show focus-

es on showcasing the art
of many different women.

Before the 1970s, wom-
en artists weren’t refer-

enced or celebrated for
their work. As Michaela
Groeblacher, the coordi-
nator of the art show and
Assistant Professor of Art
stated, “Women artists
have been completely un-
derrepresented as artists.”
Although gender diserim-
ination is less prevalent in
art today, women do still
have obstacles to face. For
example, in museums, art
by women is underrepre-
sented worldwide. Part of
the art show is allowing
women to have an oppor-
tunity to showcase their
work to a larger audience.

Groeblacher said, “The
show is all about women.”

She then went on to say
how all of the artists, po-
ets and writers in the show
are women from Kansas.
Groeblacher invited 3o
women to show their art,
ranging from professors
al McPherson  College
and other universities and
colleges, to students who
go to McPherson Col-
lege. Some of the artists
even range from younger
to older, with some work
being contemporary and
some being more tradi-
tional. Groeblacher’s goal
with this show was to rep-
resent women in art and
celebrate women’s history.
She also wanted everyone
to know, “We love men, we
are not against men, we
are just celebrating wom-
en.”

When walking through
the art show with Michae-
la Groeblacher, she had
the chance to talk more in
depth about some of the
exhibits. There are many
exhibits  throughout the
show, ranging from graph-
ic design, to sculptures,
paintings, drawings and
even weavings. Some ex-
hibits, like Kelsey Gosselt
Dennis”  “Cracked” and
“Tick Tock (in the kitch-
en)” used eggs lo repre-
senl  woman’s  biology,
cycle, and fertility. Anoth-
er exhibit, “Not the Last
Supper” by Michaela Valli
Gloeblachel shows a ta-
ble with (]lffer‘el1t chairs
and dishes to help show
the uniqueness of woman,
while having name plates
describing roles that many

women fill. One
exhibit, “But We
Still Do Laundry,”
by Debbie Wag-
ner, uses an an-
tique dish towel,
dryer lint and free
motion stitching
to create a picture
of two woman on
wash day. There
are many more
exhibits d]spla\ed
throughout  the
art  show, each
a different type,

with a unique
woman that cre-
ated it. When

walking through
the art show, re-
member that art
is meant to be interpreted
in your own way, there is
no set meaning.

BARBERSHOP, NEW CAMPUS STORE HOURS COME TO THE POUND

By Donalvon Shaw

he area of the Hoff-

man Student Union
known as “The Pound” is
located under the cafete-
ria. It helps students get
acclimated to the campus
culture and serves to be
a sorl of “campus living
room” to the students at
McPherson College. Ga-
brielle Williams, the new
director of student life,
oversees the events that
take place in The Pound,
such as club meetings and
back to school parties.

Williams gave some in-
sight into some upcoming
activities for students such
as movie nights, open mic
nights, group fitness class-
es, a biggest loser compe-
tition and diversily week.
Students are encouraged
to come oul and spend
time with their friends and
meel new people while
walching movies during
movie night, and to show
off their vocals, poetry
skills, jokes and whatever
else people may bring to
the table during open mic
night. Students can also

check out the wellness
center and lap into their
fit side with group fitness
classes, and also get a little
compelitive with the up-
coming biggest loser com-
petition.

Diversity week gives
all students the chance to
embrace in the abundance
of different cultures of
the student body here at
McPherson College. Along
with these new activities
comes new additions to
The Pound such as the
new campus store hours
and the new on-campus

barbershop. The campus
store is where you can go
to pick up any packages
or mail you may have re-
ceived,as well as where you
can go lo gel some of the
best McPherson College
gear around. The Campus
store is now open 10 a.m.
to 7 p.m. Monday through
Thursday and 10 am. to 1
p-m. on Friday. Along with
their new hours, the cam-
pus store is planning on
another update of bring-
ing laundry and hygiene
items to campus so stu-
dents can gel access to

their necessities faster and
easier than having to go
to the store. In addition
to making McPherson a
“home away from home”
for the students, there has
also been the addition of
the on-campus barber-
shop that is run by Aaron
C. Bland. Bland came to
McPherson with his girl-
friend, Gabrielle Williams,
and started the barber-
shop on campus after his
1 years ol experience prior
to his move to McPherson.
Bland has big plans for
the barbershop including

This costume was created

by Assistant Professor Jen
Pollard to celebrate 100 years
of suffrage. See it, and many
other pieces, in the art show
now through April 18.

opening a beauly shop to
open up his clientele 1o
more of the women on
campus. In addition to
opening the beauty shop,
he also plans on starting a
barber school to help the
next generation of barbers
perfect their craft. Bland
loves socializing with the
students of McPherson
College and helping out in
any way.
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NEW FACULTY

DR. KARRIE RATHBONE, ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR OF BIOLOGY

on campus is a familiar
face to many: Dr. Karrie
Rathbone  returned to
teach at McPherson
College after leaving
in 2003. During her
leave of absence, she
taught at Tabor Col-
lege to be closer to
her home and chil-
dren 1n  Hillsboro,
Kan. “It was so nice.
My kids used to be
able to walk to my

By Tomi Simmons

A_ new addition to the
science  department

By Jonah Shabry

D r. Norman
Hope, who grew

up in northwest Indiana,
is an Associate Professor
of Business at McPherson
College and while many of
us might think he is new

office when they were in
elementary school,” she
said.

Dr. Rathbone has been
interested in biology and
nature ever since her up-
bringing. Having grown
up on a farm in southeast
Kansas, she was exposed
to many animals and sus-
tainable ways of living. “1
remember my dad brought
me turtle eggs once,” she
said, “except when they

to McPherson College, he
is not. lle taught from
1982-1991 before switching
professions. After leaving
McPherson  College he
took a job at Tabor College
where he was in a more
administralive  posilion.
However, Dr. Hope wanted

hatched, they were actu-
ally snake eggs. Well that
was quite a surprise.”

The main themes Dr.
Rathbone tries to insull in
teaching
her classes are sustainabil-
ity, ethical and if it is eco-
nomical.

Outside of science, Dr.
Rathbone enjoys photog-
raphy. “I first did it to doc-
ument my kids. Soon after,
I just wanted to get bet-

students when

to get back into the class-
room and so after 28 years
of working at Tabor he
came back to McPherson,
the place where he origi-
nally started his teaching
career. Dr. Hope’s person-
al education career stlarted
al Manchester Universily

ter at it. I also enjoy tak-
ing photos of nature and
my gardening.” Rathbone
said. She has taken online
classes to better her pho-
tography and takes photos
for many of the sports at
the high school in Hills-
boro, Kan.

Right now, Dr. Rathbone
teaches human anatomy,
principles of biology, and
nutrition. “Being able to
have support within the

(a sister school to McPher-
son College in northern
Indiana) where he got his
B.S. After, he went to Em-
poria State Universi-
ty for his M.B.A and
finally Kansas State
University where he

his Ph.D.

recelved

CONGRATULATIONS TO PJESKY, WILLIAMS, SUTTER

Dean Ben Coffey announced on Tuesday, March 3 three promotions and changes within the Student Affairs Department. Jamie Pjesky has been promot-
ed to Assistant Dean of Campus and will remain in her position with SAB. Gabrielle Williams has been promoted to Director of Student Life (and will
remain as a Metzler Hall Manager). Danielle Sutter has been promoted to Director of Residence Life & Housing and will remain advising SGA.

department  has  been
nice,” she said. Dr. Rath-
bone hopes to move for-
ward by helping advise
students with their senior
projects and  continue

helping the department.

DR. NORMAN HOPE, ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR OF BUSINESS

So let’s give Norman hope
a warm welcome back to

MecPherson College!
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BULLDOG BASEBALL ACHIEVING GOALS IN THE 2020 SEASON

By Tyler Dunn

he McPherson Col-

lege baseball team has
been raising eyes since the
starl of the season when
the Bulldogs swept Mis-
souri Valley putting up 63
runs in the course of two
days. This season has seen
head coach Bryan Moses’
1ooth win with the pro-
gram, along with Senior
Kyle Lux surpassing the
previous home run record
of 12 with lots of season
left still to further his total.
Impressively, the achieve-
ment  of the Bulldogs
doesn’t stop there. The

team has an average bal-
Lling average ol .363, part of
the top three in the NAIA,
as well as averaging 10.88
runs scored per game.
While the team achieve-
ments alone are lurning
heads, some players have
also caught the attention
of the KCAC and NAIA
as a whole. Junior Trevor
Johnson has earned KCAC
player of the week, and Ju-
nior Jonah Shabry earned
his way on the NAIA
list of Doubles Leaders.
Part of the team’s success
has been the new addi-
tions to the team, who
have come in and began

doing things that need
to be done. Coach Moses
has turned the program
around, bringing in tal-
enl from across the nation
that have dramatically im-
proved the team’s pres-
ence on the field. Players
on that list include Juniors
such as Jonah Shabry who
was mentioned above,
Charlie  Munns, Isaiah
Vazquez, Hunter Hughes,
Marcus MecDaniel, Grant
Asadoor, Tyler Carrasco,
Malik Bond and Noah Nel-
son. Kach one has backed
up and contributed to the
success of the program
from the start of the sea-

Coach Bryan Moses holds a brick up for a series sweep,
a tradition like no other. Photo by Tyler Dunn.

son. Each of these play-
ers has adapted to and
excelled in the culture
that Seniors Garret Con-
nor, Jakob Shields, Jarrod

Manick and Brett Car-
ter have come to expect.
That culture is one that
knows the value of spend-
ing five plus hours shovel-

ing snow off the field, put-
ling in time and energy in
the weight room and be-
ing there for each other no
matter what. This is best
exemplified by the jersey
of the late Dustin Ferguson
hanging up in the dugout
for the Bulldogs during
every game. Various mem-
bers of the team show up
with number 25 on their
wrisl lape, cleats, hats, etc.
The Bulldogs have gotten
the attention of the con-
ference and the NAIA as
a whole. If they keep play-
ing like this, they’re sure
to keep their attention.

MCPHERSON COLLEGE CHEER ENDS RECORD

By Alyssa Lambert

M(:Pherson Cheer
Squad is 35th in the
Nation. The team worked
hard and put intense
hours of work in learning
new routines and stunts.
Ashlee Annis, their coach
for two full seasons now
has seen this team step up
their game. Coach Annis
said: “Coming from not
being ranked in the top 50
last year, to actually seeing
our name on the list this
year, was a really big deal. I
think it shows the progress
of where our program was
al and where it’s going.”
Coach Annis said with
being on a finalized list,

there comes pressure on
the team. People are look-
ing at them to see what
else they have in store
and what they proceed

to accomplish through
the upcoming  years.
McPherson College’s

Cheer Squad is selling
a foundation of winning
and breaking records. The
team has been spending
their time and effort up-
ping their game to suc-
ceed in cheer. They have
been going to the weight
room more often and
putting forth ideas to en-
hance their techniques
in  the routines. Coach
Annis said, “I think why
this year has been such a

success 1s because these
girls mentally said we’re
going to do this for us
and went out and hit a
clean routine on the mats.”

With girls being in-
jured, Coach Ashlee said:
“I think there’s the actual
injury and then once you
recover there’s the mental
part of it. You think, am [
going lo gel hurt again?
The result of having your
injury heal is how much
you grow within that inju-
ry. They overcome a lot and
still get back onto those
mats better than ever”
As the season came to an
end, McPherson College
Cheer Squad set new re-
cords. At regionals they re-

ceived a 72.96, their high-
estscore of the season. Last

-BREAKING SEASON

year the team al regionals
received a 64.3, which was

The competition team for national qualifiers stops for
a final practice before competition al the University of
Oklahoma. Photo by Coach Ashlee Annis.

their first year compeling.

Tomlin
Cham-

Carley

bites her KCAC
pion of Character medal
after the KCAC Champi-
onship compeltition. Pho-
to from Carley Tomlin.

Senior
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MC HIRES NEW ESPORTS COACH

By Tomi Simmons

ew on campus is the
ESports  coach, JD
Williams. Originally from
Kansas  City;  Williams
graduated from Central

Christian  College. lle

worked at Central Chris-
tian for two years before
coming lo

MecPherson

GREAT START

Esports members competing. Photo by JD Williams.

College. Upon graduating

he worked under MC’s
Sports Information Di-
rector  (SID),  Jeremy

Nelson at Central Chris-
tian. In that second year,
Williams worked as the
SID at Central Christian.
Presently, Williams is the
head coach for ESports on
campus and assists with

By Jonah Shabry

cPherson College

Softball is off to a
greal start this season; in
their first 12 games they
are 9-3. Led by head coach
Tony Segovia and assist-
ed by Kim Romero and
Tony Saldivar, the Bull-
dogs are hoping to im-
prove upon their co-cham-
pion finish last season.
Hitting .327 as a team, the
Bulldog offense is being
led by Maile Deutsch (Ju-
nior, Palmer, Texas) who
is hitting .553, followed

closely by Brandy Tren-
gove (Junior, Wheat Ridge,
Colo.) with a .5oo bat-
ting average and Kylecia
Taylor (Junior, Junction
City, Kan.) hitting .432.
On the mound, the Bull-
dogs have relied on two
arms pretty heavily, Rae-
gan  Kleppe (Freshman,
McKinney, Texas) who
has thrown 31 innings
already this year just 12
games into the season.
She is currently holding
steady with a 4.g1 earned
run average. The second
arm that has been getling

sports information work at
a variety of athletic events.
ESports is in season right
now, and is currently
compeling with the game
“Overwatch” on desktop
compulters. There is yet
to be streaming, however
Williams is working on a
solution so those interest-
ed may watch. Current-
ly there is a plan to have
a “League of Legends”
team, as there are three
members right now who
wish to compete. There
must be five members to
officially participate in the
collegiate sports league.
The competitions are orga-
nized by a third party, TES-
PA, and the team plays at
the Village Geek on Main
Street in McPherson, Kan.
The team has traveled to

Park University. However,
for now, they are going to
play at their home facility.
“We're trying to build up
the program first. Getting
more support first will be
helpful to having the abili-
ty to travel,” Williams said.
He originally was intereslt-
ed in “League of Legends”
and through that game
he began to see the com-
petition side of gaming.
“I'have been around sports
all of my life,” he said,
“Originally, I was thinking
about being a basketball
coach or something. ES-
ports gave me a balance
of gaming and coaching.”
ESports competes Sun-
days at 7 p.m. weekly
at the Village Geek in
downtown MecPherson.

Bulldogs high five on the field. hol,o by Micah Gilbert.

a lot of innings belongs
to Katy Wilson (Junior,
Princeton, Texas) who
has thrown 23.1 innings
and given up 21 earned
runs for an ERA of 6.30.
At this point last year, the
Bulldogs were just 5-7.
With a much better start
this year, they are hop-
ing their hard work over

the fall will pay off. With
conference getling ready
to slart, the Bulldogs are
looking to continue their
newfound success. Soft-
ball’s next home game will
be against Tabor College
on March 14. The double

headerwill startati2:15 p.m.

SENIOR SPOTLIGHT

Senior Kyle Lux takes the
field. Photo by Tyler Dunn.

By Taylor Cunningham

:K_}[fle Lux is a senior
ight fielder on the
baseball team at McPher-
son College. Lux is a
health and physical ed-
ucation major and is in
his second year at MC.
Personal goals he listed
included finishing the
season with no errors on
defense, getting first team
KCAC and breaking the
single season home run
record, which Lux com-
pleted March 3 at Sterling
College. Ile hopes that the
team can win the KCAC
conference tournament,
regionals and go to the
World Series. “My favorite
part of being at McPher-
son College has been the
friendships I've made.
I'd just like to thank the
coaches here at Mac for
giving me a chance to play
here, my teammates for
supporling me and push-
ing me to do better and
my close friends for all of
the great memories we've
had together,” Lux said.

Senior Ali Smith in play.
Photo by Micah Gilbert.

By Taylor Cunningham

li Smith is a senior

outfielder for the
McPherson College soft-
ball team. She is major-
ing in psychology with
an emphasis in  child
development and a mi-
nor in sociology. Smith
has attended MecPherson
College for all four years.
“Softball was the main
thing that brought me to
McPherson, and the peo-
ple and opportunities has
kept me around,” Smith
said. ler team goal for
the 2019-2020
to prove the people who
doubt them wrong, and
her personal goal is o
leave everything she has
out on the field as this is
her last chance to do so.
“My favorite part of being
al McPherson is the rela-
tionships I've formed, and
the lifelong friends I've
made. This place has al-
lowed me to grow in more
ways than I ever thought
possible,” Smith said, “I'm
looking forward to fun
and

season 18

successful season!”
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WHY VACCINES ARE ACTUALLY GOOD |ME TOO: A POEM

By Raegan Kleppe

have

been controversial for
many years and for many
different  reasons. An-
li-vaxxers are people who
believe that vaceines cause

accinations

harm and are not a needed
thing for infants and chil-
dren, but they are wrong.
Anti-vaxxers believe that
vaceines cause autism and
that natural immunily is
better than vaccines. Vac-
cines are a very beneficial
part of society and they
need to be given to all in-
fants and children. There
are lwo main reasons why
vaccines are given, and
they are for individual im-
munily and herd immuni-
Ly.

The thought of vaccines
causing aulism, which it
doesn’t, is not a reason for
nol protecting your kid
from deadly viruses. This
is one of the anti-vaxxers
main points in their ar-
guments that they make
about  vaccines. There
have been multiple sci-
enltific studies done that
have debunked this
mor because they found
that there is no possible
link between vaceines and
aulism. They discovered
that autism is developed
in utero which 1s before
a vaccination 1s ever even
administered to a baby.
I don’t understand why
someone would put their

ru-

child at risk for something
like the measles when it’s
been proven aulism is not
caused by vaccines.

The other main point that
anli-vaxxers lry lo make is
they believe that natural
immunily is better than
vaccinations. The concept
of natural immunity is that
most instances, to build an
immunity up without a
vaceine you have to first
gel sick and gel over the
illness. This works in most
cases with things like the
flu or a common cold, but
with diseases like measles
or mumps, you have a very
high chance of death. The
CDC says that if you con-
tract the measles you have
a1 in 5Soo chance of death.
So why would you risk
giving your child the mea-
sles that has a high chance
of killing them instead of
just giving them the MMR
vaccine? To go along with
the vaccines being bad
for infants, the MMR vac-
cine only causes severe
allergic reaction one oul
of one million cases. This
just shows that it’s smarter
to take the route of giving
vaccines because the ben-
efits highly outweigh the
cosls.

One of the main reasons
why all infants and chil-
dren should have vaccines
are for individual immuni-
ty. Individual immunity is
very imporlant because it
provides long-term results

for fighting serious diseas-
es and viruses. I a child
does not have the correct
they
contract multiple diseases

vaceination, could
that are sometimes deadly.
The most important dis-
eases Lhat have vaccines
are the measles, chicken-
pox, pneumococcal dis-

case and other illnesses. If

a child does not have pro-
tection from these illness-
es, they have a very high
chance of death, which no
parent should ever want
for their kid. I think vacei-
nations are 100% worth the
risks and the risks aren’t
even that bad. The side ef-
fects of a vaccine are very
minor. Most often, the side
effects are a low-grade fe-
ver, fussiness and soreness
al the injection site. This is
better than a child getling
measles.

Another main reason a
child should get vaccines
is for herd immunity. Herd
immunily is when a whole
communily has high vac-
cination rates which pro-
vide better protection for
everyone in the communi-
ty. Herd immunity is very
important because an out-
break in a communily is
very bad for people who
have not received vacci-
nations yel, like infants,
or people who cannot re-
celve vaccinations at all,
like people with chronic
illnesses. I vaccination
rales drop herd immunity

does and that would cause
a  widespread
that is not good. This hap-
pened in England in the
late 19gos, when the MMR
vaccinalion rales dropped.
They dropped by go to
80% which caused the
number of measles cases
to rise. This is why it is very
important to make sure
all infants and children
are vaccinated to help the
communily as a whole.

Vaccinalions are a very
beneficial part of soci-
ety in which every parent
should educate them-
selves and not just believe
everything they read on
the nternet. Anti-vaxxers
do not provide logical ar-
gumenls againsl vaccines
and many people listen
to them online instead of
listening to a doctor. Indi-
vidual immunity and herd
immunily are very import-
anl and can be created by
vaceinations.

outbreak

This poem, written by Tomi Simmons, is featured in the
show in I'riendship Iall for the rooth year of Women’s
Suffrage. It is also women’s history month; this is part
of what that means to her.

Our body was supposed to be a temple

Our body was not supposed to be taken so soon
Especially taken by someone we loved

Why did they take it?

‘Was it our fault?

‘Was it our clothes?

‘Was it our hair?

Did we invite them?

Did no mean yes now?

Our hearts are heavier than this earth

Like magnets towards where we believe to be
Blame is upon us

Excuses for the thief

And our mouths are tied shut

We tied it ourselves

And suddenly

There is a crowd of closed mouths behind us
Then with one whisper from the crowd saying
me too

There is a roar

And it’s not just a crowd

It’s an army now

And our hearts begin to lighten

Bodies remembering we are a temple

MACMEDIA
HOPES YOU
HAVE A GREAT
SPRING BREAK!



