
SPECTATOR
The McPherson College

The students’ voice since 1917

Adrielle Harvey

Editor in Chief

Imagine believing 
in something for more 
than 30 years of your 
life, only for that belief 
to be shattered by a life-
changing discovery.

This was the case for 
Michael Sidney Fosberg. 
He had a second life. He 
had a second family. He 
had a second identity.

The discovery

In 1992, after 32 years 
of growing up in a mid-
dle-class white family, 
Fosberg found out his 
biological father was 
black. 

Fosberg shared his 
story at McPherson Col-
lege during convocation 
on Oct. 31, in a solo 
performance of “Incog-
nito.” The play portrays 
Fosberg’s discovery, his 
struggles with a new-
found identity and the 
reunion with his real fa-
ther’s family.

“He brought up so 
many different topics 
that are very timely, 
relevant to students of 
all different ages,” said 
Chris Wiens, director of 
Career Services.

Wiens, with the aid of 
Career and Student Ser-

vices, invited Fosberg to 
come because she felt 
his play had many corre-
lations between diversi-
ty and career in that it is 
a story of self-discovery, 
perceptions of identity, 
stereotypes and diver-
sity.

“It kind of showed that 
he (Fosberg) had a situ-
ation that didn’t allow 
his dad to be in his life,” 
said Chris Ezebunwa, sr., 
Baker, La. “It was good 
to show another side of 
the black family.

Ezebunwa said it also 
portrayed the difficulties 
biracial students face.

“It showed the con-
flict most of them go 
through,” Ezebunwa 
said.

Something to talk 
about

The purpose of the 
convocation was to 
bring awareness to a di-
verse campus that would 

In Sports
Men’s basketball team starts 
season 3-1 with wins in 
Southern Nazarene and Mac 
Classics. 
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In Campus Life
Kansas State doctor speaks 
about dangers of unhealthy 
body weight and cancer 
prevention last week.
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Board of Trustee committee discusses how to eliminate $1.5 million deficit

Flu shot clinic 
today

A flu shot clinic will 
be held in personal 
counselor Kelli John-
son’s office in the SU 
today.  The clinic will 
accept walk-ins from 
1 p.m. to 3 p.m. The 
shot costs $23.

Heritage Lecture 
Sunday

Maher Musleh, an 
informed  Muslim and 
Palestian by birth, will 
discuss the topic of 
“Islam and Abraham-
ic Faith” on Sunday at 
the Heritage Lecture.  

The lecture will 
take place in Min-
genback Theatre at 
3 p.m. Attendees are 
encouraged to bring 
questions to ask. 

Teacher Educa-
tion party today

The Teacher Educa-
tion Program will host 
its 10th anniversary 
open house today 
in the lower level of 
Miller Library starting 
at 10 a.m.

Cake, punch and 
coffee will be served.

Rotaract selling 
pretzels

The Rotaract Club 
is selling chocolate 
covered pretzels to 
raise money for a ser-
vice trip to Lybrook, 
N.M. The cost is $8 
for half a dozen and 
$12 for a dozen. 

Orders are being 
taken by Karissa Fer-
rell, Ashley Zodrow, 
Nicole Sampson and 
Ocie Kilgus until Nov. 
19. Pick up for orders 
is Nov. 24 between 5 
and 7 p.m. in the SU. 

‘Out and In’ avail-
able in library

An Informational 
handbook for lesbian, 
gay, bisexual and 
transgender law 
school applicants is 
available for students 
in the Royer Center of 
Miller Library.

Suspicious ve-
hicle spotted

A green mini van 
was reported fol-
lowing some female 
students on campus 
earlier this week. The 
gentleman driving the 
van was described as 
in his 40s. 

If anyone see this 
suspicious vehicle or 
has concerns about 
being being ap-
proached or followed, 
it is suggested that 
911  is called imme-
diatly.

News Briefs

Diversity on campus
Percentage of minorities

2003-04: 18%
2004-05: 17%
2005-06: 15%
2006-07: 16%
2007-08: 21%
2008-09: 24%

Retention of minorities

2005-06: 60%
2006-07: 69%
2007-08: 76%

LaMonte Rothrock, dean of students said the 
retention of non-minority students in 2007-08 
was 77 percent. The percentage of minority stu-
dents versus non-minority students “should be 
similar,” he said. Last year, McPherson College 
met that goal.

Please see Diversity, page 8

Audrey Secker

News Editor

The Board of Trustees 
met on campus last week-
end. One of the major is-
sues trustees had to dis-
cuss was the $1.5 million 
deficit that the college cur-
rently has.

“Our present board 
policy is to spend only 
six percent of our earn-
ings from endowment 
investment and in 2007 
and 2008, that would be 
this year, the budget has 
us withdrawing a million 
and a half from our des-
ignated reserves, over and 

above the six percent that 
we normally would like 
to withdraw,” said Board 
Chair Craig Little.

 Ultimately, the college 
needs to do a combination 
of two things - increase 
revenue and decrease ex-
penses. The board’s deci-
sion from last weekend 
was to arrange a commit-
tee whose job will be to 
develop a plan to elimi-
nate the deficit.

“Our preference cer-
tainly would be to bring 
in more money than to 
spend a lot of time cutting 
expenses,” Little said. “I 
don’t think we can count 

on that alone. I think we 
have to do both.”

The building of the new 
residence hall will be con-
tinued with the capital 
campaign funding it. This, 
with the continuing growth 

of the student body, should 
increase revenue.

“The only thing I am 
certain about is that we are 
going to continue with the 
capital campaign so that 
we can have more students 
and have more revenue,” 
Little said.

The committee started 
this week to develop a 
plan that will address both 
sides of the equation - 
both the income and the 
expense side.

Little hopes that in the 
next couple of years or 
sooner, the budget will be 
balanced and that the col-
lege will once again start 

to grow the endowment.
The goal is to have a 

plan by the end of this se-
mester to implement im-
mediately.

The committee must 
first come up with a plan 
that will then be submitted 
to the board as a whole. 
If the board agrees to the 
plan, the administration 
will be instructed to put 
the plan into action.

“I don’t think there will 
be a whole lot of change 
this year," Little said. "I 
think that the changes 
for this year have already 
been made in the budget, 
etc.”

“Incognito” sparks discussion

Michael Sidney Fosberg addresses diversity in play 

Photo  by Ashley Andrews

L-R: Turin Henderson, soph., Roseville, Calif.; Chris Hawkins, Modesta, Calif., and 
Shane Mascarenas, jr., Peoria, Ariz., eat dinner together in the cafeteria on Thurs-
day.  A recent convocation has brought up the topic of diversity on this campus.

Brian York

Spectator Staff

With the eyes of the 
world upon us, the United 
States has finally con-
cluded the lengthiest and 
most expensive campaign 
in history. Just over four 
years after his national de-
but in Boston at the Dem-
ocratic National Conven-
tion, Barack Obama gave 
his presidential acceptance 
speech in Chicago on Nov. 
4, after a historic election.

The most obvious his-
toric aspect of this elec-
tion is that Obama will be 
the first black president. 
and will also be the fifth 
youngest of the nation’s 
44 presidents since George 
Washington in 1732. He 
will also be the first demo-
crat to win with an abso-
lute majority, more than 
50 percent of the popular 
vote. This feat is the first 
since Carter in 1972 - an 
accomplishment compli-
mented by his achieving 
it with a larger piece of 
the popular vote than any 
democrat since Lyndon B. 
Johnson in 1964

Travis Howard, soph., 
Wichita, voted for Repub-
lican candidate John Mc-
Cain, but was not phased 
that Obama won.

“I wasn’t surprised that 
he (Obama) won, what 
surprised me is by how 
much he won,” Howard 
said.

This election also 
changed the face of elec-
tions to come by creating 
new battleground states. 
Obama converted North 
Carolina to a democratic 
state for the first time in 
more than 30 years, and 
turned both Indiana and 
Virginia blue for the first 
time in more than a decade 
longer than that.

The states changing 
their party allegiance may 
be accounted for in part 
by the 6.5 million new 
voters who weighed in for 
this election. Moreover, 

African-American turnout 
rose roughly 20 percent 
and 13 percent of the to-
tal electorate voted almost 
unanimously in support of 
the Democratic ticket.

Obama won the popu-
lar vote by more than 8.3 
million votes or 7 percent 
of the electorate. This is-
greater than the combined 
populations of America’s 
ten smallest states.

“I got up early to go 
vote,” said Obama-sup-
porter, Dan Eells, jr., 
McPherson.

Eells voted against the 
57 percent majority of his 
fellow Kansans who voted 
for McCain and was one 
of just 4,113 in McPher-
son County who voted 
Obama.

As the election hysteria 
subsides and lame-duck 
president, “W.,” confesses 
to having regrets in his 
presidency, Team Obama 
prepares itself for a transi-
tion into office on Jan. 20.

“I’m most excited to see 
where they take the energy 
crisis,” Eells said.

To many McCain sup-
porters though, this expec-
tation is more like a sense 
of cautious intrigue.

“I don’t have a problem 
with Obama at all,” How-
ard said. “He has some 
ideas that are going to be 
interesting to see in ac-
tion.”

America now embarks 
upon another journey, 
with Obama presiding 
over a solidly democratic 
House of Representatives 
and Senate.

In the next four years, 
the United States will ad-
dress an economy in tail-
spin, a controversial war 
and a health-care system 
that the president-elect has 
sworn to revamp. The na-
tion will do so with demo-
crats squared at the helm, 
for as McCain said in his 
concession speech: “The 
American people have 
spoken, and they have 
spoken clearly.”

First black president elected into office

U.S. history made

‘‘Our prefer-
ence certainly 
would be to bring 
in more money 
than to spend a 
lot of time cutting 
expenses.’’– Craig Little

In Viewpoints
Staff encourages positivity 
about campus activities and 
making the best of college 
experience. 
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Little: Budget must be balanced
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Thanksgiving, for us col-
lege-age folk, can some-
times complicate our lives 
through hectic scheduling, 
expensive plane tickets 
and sometimes no way to 
get home at all.

College students realize 
what has happened in their 
transformation from high 
school grads to where we 
are now: our families have 
morphed. Sure, we still 
have mom and pop back 
home, but where we are 
now, our friends have be-
come our family. Instead 
of going home after a long 
day of class and practice 
like we did in high school, 

we crash on our buddy’s 
dorm couch for hours, go 
eat together and end up 
falling asleep in each oth-

er’s rooms.
Mom’s homemade din-

ners are replaced with 
boxed up cookies squished 
from the postal service and 
eaten by everyone in a ten-
room radius. Dad’s pep 
talks are replaced with a 2 
a.m. visits to a half-asleep 
teammate who says, to 
some extent, the exact 
thing we need to hear. Our 
“brothers and sisters” are 
constantly at our sides, 
with less bickering, but 
more fun than we could 
have ever anticipated.

For the holiday season, 
our college relationships 
become more important 

than ever. Many students 
will bring their new fam-
ily home to meet their 
old one, and more often 
than not, those relation-
ships will be some of the 
most meaningful we ever 
make.

Take advantage of the 
fact that our small campus 
allows our community, 
and our college family, to 
be closely knit and beau-
tifully intertwined. This 
Thanksgiving, lets give 
thanks not just for the 
family that got us where 
we are, but for the family 
we’ve gained. They both 
hold keys to our hearts.

Attitudes need adjustment
Growing up, we were always taught to 

be nice to everyone. We admit that we do 
have a problem with that sometimes, but 
it is something important that we all can 
work on.

Like Thumper from Disney’s “Bambi” 
said, “If you don’t 
have nothin’ nice to 
say, don’t say any-
thing at all.”

In college, keeping 
a positive attitude is 
a hard thing to do. 
We struggle with that 
every single day. You 
would think that adults would know how 
far kindness and a positive attitude got by 
now, but trust us, after some of us being 
a resident assistant and living in a dorm 
for the past two and a half years, you real-
ize that some people have no clue what it 
means to be nice.

Students of this campus are so lucky to be 
offered the activities and events that clubs 
and organizations put on. Some other col-
leges don’t see that residence life, student 
activity and fellowship are that important. 
These activities and events are put on for 
our enjoyment and it is usually offered 
with no cost to the student body. What we 
don’t get is when people complain about 
events that are fun and free: 

“This is stupid.”
“The gym is too far away for me to go to 

the basketball game.”
“Decorating for Halloween . . . who does 

that?”
“I’ll just let everyone else do it. I have 

homework.”
Well, guess what?  Each ofus has been 

taking more than 12 hours every semester. 
We are involved with many different clubs 
and volunteer projects. We have home-
work just like everyone else and yet it’s 
not hard to find time for people who care 
about us and want to do fun and stress-
relieving things with us. We can’t stand 
when the college is basically throwing fun 
and entertaining things to do in our faces 
and people just turn the cold shoulder and 
complain and keep on complaining. 

College is supposed to be the best four 
years of your life. Why not take advantage 
of all there is offered for enjoyment and 
entertainment? What do you think life is 
going to be like after you graduate? Is it 
going to be puppies, butterflies and free 
rent? You wish. Plus, do you think em-
ployers want to hire Debbie Downers and 
Pessimist Petes? That’s doubtful.

Take advantage of all the things that col-
lege has to offer its students. Don’t just 
show up, eat the food and then go back to 
your room. Take the time to learn about the 
people that live and go to school around 
you. You never know what can be found in 
people unless you interact with them. Take 
a risk. Meet new people. Have a good time 
in college. Don’t just pass along a nega-
tive attitude. Let that positive energy shine 
through. It’s addictive and can change a 
whole campus for the better.

We plan on starting the positive flow. 
Will you continue it?

To the Editor,

 I would like to respond to Eric 
Sader’s letter in the last Specta-
tor about the format of diplomas 
issued by McPherson College. 
Last year students brought to the 
Educational Policies Committee 
this very issue through the Social 
Sciences Division. EPC first dis-
cussed the issue and decided that 
because this issue was brought 
by students, it warranted discus-
sion by full faculty. The issue was 
sent to divisions for discussion 
and then brought back to EPC for 
action. Two of the three divisions 
voted to not change the format, 
with the third division being 
somewhat divided or “non-com-
mittal on the issue.” Your SGA 
representative was present at the 
first meeting (Oct. 5, 2007) when 
this was put on the agenda. When 
the report was delivered the rep-
resentative was absent, (Oct. 26), 
but received the official minutes 
of EPC.

The minutes of the Educational 
Policies Committee reflect the 
following reasons for having the 
format as it presently is:

   1. McPherson College confers 
a degree; the official transcript 
lists the major and/or emphases 
and minor(s).

   2. Among 13 private colleges 
in Kansas only two include the 

major on the diploma
   3. Although the diploma may 

be the “shingle” for graduates to 
display, the transcript is the of-
ficial document

I would like to add that “extra 
clerical work” is not listed as 
one of the reasons the issue was 
not changed. My office would 
be the one to shoulder the “extra 
work” and once the format was 
changed it would not be “extra 
work.” And, I believe Mr. Sader’s 
implication of “extra work” is not 
a good reason for doing or not 
doing most things, including this 
idea.

Personally, I believe the print-
ing of a degree, two majors, with 
two of three emphases would 
spoil the aesthetic simplicity of 
the diploma. And, I believe that 
the ideal of a liberal arts “de-
gree” should still be practiced 
at McPherson College. I am 
supportive of the market niche 
concept of career orientation, 
but do not believe it needs to be 
identified on the diploma.

When a doctor specializes in 
surgery or family medicine you 
do not see “Doctor of Medicine” 
with a specialty in Surgery; you 
simply see Doctor of Medicine on 
their diploma. I also believe that 
if alumni choose to frame and 
hang their diploma in their place 
of work, people will be more 

interested in where the degree is 
from, not specifically what they 
studied. If you do end up working 
in the field in which you majored 
in college, I guess it will be obvi-
ous, and when people see you 
graduated from McPherson Col-
lege we hope you will have a con-
versation about your experiences 
while at Mac. If you do not end 
up working in the field in which 
you majored, and people see that 
you graduated from McPherson 
College, you can have a conver-
sation about how the breadth of 
experience at Mac was beneficial 
to you.

I do think that faculty and staff 
are very responsive to student 
requests. The impression left by 
Mr. Sader’s letter was that EPC 
and faculty didn’t respond. I don’t 
believe that to be the case. In 
fact, the faculty was immediately 
responsive to the request because 
it came from students. However, 
just as in real life, the request was 
heard, discussed, and action was 
taken, but the decision wasn’t 
what some wanted to hear.

Sincerely,

Karlene Tyler
Associate Academic Dean and 

Registrar
Member of Educational Policies 

Committee

Letter to the Editor

Mac race!

Soccer making it into the KCAC 
tournament!

Thanksgiving food.

Crazy, ever-changing Kansas 
weather

Third floor window of Metzler is 
broken again.

Some students not being able to 
go home for Thanksgiving.

“Success is getting 
what you want. Hap-
piness is wanting 
what you get.”

–Dale  Carnegie

“Forgive your en-
emies, but never 
forget their names. ”

–John F. Kennedy

Good Dog Bad Dog

Chew on This

Issue 1: 
Negative 
attitudes  
Our Position: 
Enjoy college 
and get over 
yourself.
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As the semester starts 
dwindling down to the 
end, stresses and tension 
rise. Students go crazy 
with last-minute procras-
tinations and find ways to 
exert their stress. Some-
times they use healthy 
measures and other times 
not-so-healthy ways. 

I’ve been dealing with 
this stress for a while now.  
It started well into the sec-
ond week of school. Tak-
ing on 16 hours for the 
fifth semester in a row, at 
least five extra-curricular 

activities and volunteer 
projects, a social life and a 
break up from a two-year 
relationship have almost 
driven me to the edge of 
insanity. I found myself 
lost. Okay, I’m still lost. 
The first step is admit-
ting you have a problem, 
right?

The most important thing 
I have learned throughout 
this phase in my life is to 
take time for myself.  This 
is my life. I choose wheth-
er or not to sit and cry in 
my room for hours or go 

out and enjoy doing things 
I love. I’m not perfect at 
doing this, trust me but 
I’m attempting to make a 
change. 

Life is too short to wor-
ry and stress.  Don’t’ take 
your stresses and prob-
lems out in unhealthy 
ways. I’ve learned that the 
hard way. Waking up the 
next morning and feeling 
worse than you did the 
night before will teach 
you that quickly.

You aren’t the only one 
going through times like 

these. Everyone faces this 
issue during the year.  It is 
how you deal with them 
that will show you what 
the end product will be. 

One of the best pieces of 
advice I have gotten in a 
long time is that my best 
friend told me to take each 
day as it comes. 

Read, walk, dance, sing, 
talk, laugh, cry or watch 
a movie. Take time for 
yourself and drown out 
everything else. After all 
the stresses of the semes-
ter, you deserve it.

I spent Nov. 4, in the 
basement of the Student 
Union.  I ate lunch there, 
I ate dinner there, I con-
nected my computer to 
the WiFi down there and 
I stayed glued to the elec-
tion for about 10 hours.

I knew my home state 
of Virginia was a “battle-
ground” state and I knew 
that the polls had been 
tightening over the last 
week or so.  After an after-
noon of lying in wait, lis-
tening to punditry, states 
slowly began reporting 
their numbers and CNN 
began its projections.

I shuffled around the 
colors of states on the 
electoral map on my com-
puter screen and about 
30-45 minutes prior to his 
official projected victory, I 
knew that an Obama vic-
tory was inevitable. I cele-
brated with the half dozen 
or so Obama supporters 

who had joined me in the 
basement.

Even though I already 
knew the result, when the 
official announcement 
was made, and the trans-
mission shifted from Wolf 
Blitzer to shots of interna-
tional celebrations, I was 
floored. 

As much delight as I 
took in watching my can-

didate declared the victor, 
my euphoria was short-
lived when I heard the 
“boos” from the audience 
when Obama’s name was 
mentioned at McCain’s 
concession speech.

I realized that the can-
didate of millions of 
Americans did not win, 
and though I appreciate 
the humility of McCain’s 
words, I was deeply dis-
tressed and saddened by 
his supporters’ bitterness 
toward the victor.

I never expect a person 
to be happy about losing, 
but in a democracy there 
is a need to rally behind 
an elected official. I feel 
that this and other essen-
tial American altruisms 
are being shredded by par-
tisanship dripping in self 
righteousness.

Politics is a topic that has 
immediate and far-reach-
ing impacts on everyone’s 

life. From our school’s ob-
scene spending deficit, our 
dwindling ability to secure 
student loans and to our 
health care system, which 
is responsible for over 50 
percent of all bankruptcies 
in the country, these issues 
affect you.

We cannot succeed with 
a divided population. If 
half the country is against 
a president, we will all 
fail. I will give you a 
slightly less clichéd Lin-
coln quote: “Public senti-
ment is everything. With 
public sentiment, nothing 
can fail; without it nothing 
can succeed.”

In his farewell address in 
1960, as he handed over a 
post-war nation to a young 
president Kennedy (of an 
opposite party), Dwight 
D. Eisenhower encour-
aged Americans to come 
together and support their 
new leader and to pursue 

“a proud confederation of 
mutual trust and respect. 
Together we must learn 
how to compose differ-
ences not with arms, but 
with intellect and decent 
purpose.”

I encourage everyone 
on this campus to begin 
talking about your politics 
more often. It is the best 
way to familiarize your-
self with such a crucial as-
pect of American life.

 In a post-election inter-
view with the BBC, Maya 
Angelou recently com-
mented on Americans, 
saying that “we are grow-
ing up, away from the idi-
ocy, away from the igno-
rances of racism…”

As Obama cautioned his 
supporters against their 
inclination to rest and 
feel complete, “an impor-
tant step has been taken, 
and now, this is when our 
country must go to work.”

Michael Jackson said 
it best, “It don’t matter if 
you’re black or white”.

Well guess what? I’m 
both.

I am a minority. I am bi-
racial. I am proud of who I 
am. I just wish there were 
more people I could iden-
tify with on this campus.

The recent convocation 
about racial identity got a 
lot of people to start talk-
ing about diversity. Unfor-
tunately, I heard too many 
people claim that the con-
vocation “didn’t apply” to 
them.

Hearing this really dis-
appointed me, especially 
since it came from a lot 
of my peers. And consid-
ering the United States’ 
new president is biracial, 
I think it’s time for some 
of you to wake up and get 
a serious reality check, 
because guess what? It ap-

plies to you.
Unfamiliar territory can 

make anyone feel uncom-
fortable and a lot of people 
can turn that discomfort 
into a negative feeling, 
instead of finding out why 
it’s out of their comfort 
zone. I think because of 
this, a lot of people end 
up being ignorant or are 

unwilling to learn about 
others.

However, I definitely 
understand that for the 
average white person, 
McPherson College is not 
out of their comfort zone. 
College is a time to learn 
academically, but also to 
grow and better yourself. 
But it’s hard to embrace 
different races when there 
is a deficit in that area.

Another factor of dis-
crimination is how horri-
ble some stereotypes are. 
For example, black people 
are involved in gangs, are 
racist against white people 
for slavery and are unedu-
cated as they walk around 
in their baggy clothing, 
eating friend chicken and 
drinking Kool-Aid while 
listening to their rap mu-
sic. Or another example, 
white people can’t rap, try 
to be like black people and 

think they are better than 
all other races.

Now imagine being half 
white and half black. Try 
growing up with all of 
these contradicting ste-
reotypes running around 
in your head, screaming at 
you every time someone 
asks you what your race 
is. I grew up being sup-
posedly accepted by all 
types of people, but still 
experiencing discrimina-
tion within these groups 
because I was one of the 
only biracial teenagers at 
my high school. And I cer-
tainly didn’t fit the stereo-
type for either race.

Even to this very day, I 
get teased for certain as-
pects of my racial identity. 
It’s easier to go along with 
the jokes, but there is a 
point where it gets old and 
I just wish someone un-
derstood what it was like.

This is the very reason I 
believe this campus needs 
to grow. The four years that 
you spend here are crucial 
to your development into 
adulthood. If each per-
son could graduate with 
a strong awareness of the 
different types of people 
they might be surrounded 
by, it would only give them 
an edge in life. Being able 
to respect and understand 
another person’s struggles 
is something I view as be-
ing a very important part 
of life.

I know this campus 
won’t magically sprout 
more minorities overnight, 
but we must make do with 
the resources we have. So 
the next time someone 
speaks about their heri-
tage, don’t say it doesn’t 
pertain to you or that it’s 
stupid, you’re only hurt-
ing yourself if you do.

To contribute to Shout 
It Out! put your shout 
in the submission box 
in Hoffman Student 
Union.

I love Gay Friend!

It’s hard to follow 
your heart because 
you have to be able 
to hear it first.

Unless you will be 
sitting in the caf for 
5 hours like I have 
to, stop whining! 
P.S. - Jason Mraz 
blows.

Yes, but between 
your girlfriend and 
my car, I’ll take the 
car.

Right-wing pro-
paganda hurts my 
head.

What flithy little 
piggies you are! 
Oink, oink, oink, 
squeeeeeeel!

You can choose 
your friends, but 
you can’t choose 
your family. God 
gives you your fam-
ily and that’s who 
you should take care 
of first.

She just b-slapped 
the tot out of you!

Don’t talk crap 
about total!

Who stole his 
pants?!

Hooray Mac soccer! 
Stay on top!

Brownies, Oreos, 
doughnuts and 
Cosmo are a girl’s 
best friend.

Gretchen is the 
cutest girl in the 
universe!

Please pick up your 
trash in front of 
Metzler.

I just lost the game.

Smokers of the 
world unite, not just  
right outside the 
doors!

I like having chick-
en . . . for breakfast, 
lunch and dinner!

How come we get 
MLK day off, but 
not Veteran’s Day? 
Hmmm.

Obama baby!!!!!!

Anita Johnson to 
grandmother’s 
house.

Megan McKnight

Megan’s Corner

“For being alive.”

Tyler Stevenson 
Fr., Broken Arrow, 

Okla.

“Adobe Photo-
shop.”

Brandon Maser 
Jr., Great Bend

“Friends and family 
that have supported 

me.”

Roxie Ayres 
Soph., Salina

“Friends, family 
and a stong support 
system.”

Rebecca Grosbach 
Jr., Enders, Neb.

“Friends, family and 
Matt Tobias.”

Jenny Andreesen 
Soph., Johnson, 

Neb.

“For the opportunity 
to go to college.”

Michelle Stone 
Sr., Abilene

What are you thankful for?
On the Fly

Ashley Andrews

Think Out Loud

Obama wins presidental election, Americans await change

!

Brian York

Brian Talks

Convocation reveals issues of race and diversity

Semester stress starting to brew, take time out for self- rejuvenation
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The

Hot spot
A thoughtfully devised array of questions 

for our fresh, brand new director of devel-
opment Abbey Archer-Rierson.

Adrielle Harvey

  Editor-in-Chief

QWhat is your role 
at McPherson 
College?

A	I am the director 
of development. 

QWhat was 
your most 
embarrassing 
moment in 
college? 

AWhen I was a 
sophomore, I 
cheered at KU. 
We went to the 
Elite 8 and  I fell 
on my butt in 
front of hundreds 
of thousands of 
people.

QDo you have any 
pets? 

AYes. I have a pug, 
Millie. Her real 
name is Milano.

Q What are some of 
your hobbies? 

AI like to read, 
walk with Millie, 
travel when I can, 
eat good food 
and socialize 
with my friends.

QWhat is your 
marital status? 

AMarried.	  
 

QWho is your 
dream date and 
where would you 
go? 

AMy husband 
Cody because 
we’re middle 
school 
sweethearts, so I 
haven’t had that 
much time to 
think about that 
many other men. 
We would go to 
Europe, we’d go 
to Italy.

QPatrick Dempsey, 
Will Smith, or 
David Beckham? 

AWill Smith. 
 

QWhat is your 
favorite Book? 

AHarry Potter. 
 

QWhat condiment 
do you have to 
have?

A Ketchup. I get 
embarrassed 
when I eat 
because I love 
ketchup.

QWho is your 
favorite musical 
artist? 

AI just saw the 
Dave Matthews 
Band recently, 
so I’m really 
into them. Jack 
Johnson, James 
Blunt. 

QWhat is 
something your 
parents told you 
as a child that 
you now think is 
not so bad? 

A	If you work 
hard, you can do 
anything, you 
can accomplish 
anything, be 
anything you 
want to be.

QWhat would you 
like to be when 
you grow up?

AI don’t know yet. 
 

QIf you could be 
someone else, 
who would you 
be? Why?

ANastia Liukin 
when she won 
the gold medal 
in the Olympics 
because I was a 
gymnast. I would 
like to be her for 
a day.

QWho is your role 
model? Why? 
 

AMy mom. 
She just has 
accomplished a 
lot in her life and 
she has a good 
work ethic. If I 
can emulate her 
in any way, I will 
be successful.

 

Betsy Shaffer

Campus Life Editor

In college, we’ve all 
heard of the freshman 
fifteen. With late-night 
snacks and midnight 
McDonald's runs, body 
weight is a current topic 
on most college campus-
es… but could it lead to 
cancer?

A group of students gath-
ered on Nov. 7, in Melhorn 
to discuss healthy body 
weight and cancer preven-
tion during a department 
of natural sciences special 
seminar event.

“It was very informa-
tional about health and 
cancer prevention," said 

Cody Compton, fr., Colo-
rado Springs, Colo. "It 
also brought about new 
ideas to get interested in 
for a senior research proj-
ect.”

Guest speaker Dr. 
Weiquin (George) Wang, 
department of human nu-
trition at Kansas State 
University, discussed his 
views on the subject with 
topics such as cancer and 
cancer risk, body weight 
and cancer, weight control 
for cancer prevention and 
keeping a healthy body 
weight.

Wang is a member of the 
American Association of 
Cancer Research and the 
American Society for Nu-

trition. He is on the edito-
rial board of several jour-
nals including the Journal 
of Biophysical Reviews 
and Molecular Research 
and Food Nutrition. He 
has also published more 
than 25 articles in “peer-
viewed” research journals 
and has co-authored sev-
eral books.

Wang explained that 
cancer is when bodies 
cells become abnormal by 
dividing without control 
and invading nearby tis-
sues to spread to other or-
gans. Cancer is the result 
of gene damage or genetic 
mutation, brought on by 
aging, smoking, poor diet, 
lack of exercise and many 

other causes.
He said that some of the 

cancer risks from a dietary 
perspective are in taking 
too much fat, inadequate 
plant foods or too much 
sugar.

“I thought it was inter-
esting that there was statis-
tical evidence supporting 
that there was a correlation 
between weight and can-
cer," said Ryan Cobble, jr., 
Oklahoma City, Okla.

Wang spent an hour in-
forming students on the 
dangers of an unhealthy 
body weight. His closing 
statement was “food and 
physical activity choices 
affect your today, tomor-
row and future.”

Wang speaks about 
cancer prevention 

Betsy Shaffer &  
Katie Doffing

Campus Life Editor  &  
Spectator Staff

Every year, many stu-
dents face the transition 
from being home schooled 
to going to a school with 
other students. But is the 
transition really as hard 
for students as most peo-
ple think?

The transition is often 
different, as the home-
school environment is 
different from that of a 
traditional school and 
home-schooled kids ac-
quire different types of 
skills.

Because many home-
school students have one 
parent teaching several 
children, many feel like 
they become very self-
motivated. This skill often 
helps them get through 
higher levels of learning.

Suzie Johnson, jr., Hess-
ton, was home schooled 
from first through eighth 
grade by her mother. She 
was taught alongside her 
older sister and younger 
brother. 

"I was forced to learn 
most of the information 
by myself," Johnson said. 
"This was good for me be-
cause I became really good 
at self-motivated studying 

and learning."
Home-school students 

spend much of their time 
with family only, but 
some become very active 
in church groups or home-
school groups that bring 
home-school students to-
gether. 

For many kids, it is hard 
to adapt to the new sur-
roundings they are ex-
posed to in a traditional 
school. 

When they are ap-
proached by other students 
in the school, it is hard for 
them to feel socially ac-
cepted. Many students 
find they have little to no 
social skills and they are 
often made fun of for this.

For Johnson, when it 
came time for high school, 
she transferred to a Chris-
tian school. Her class was 
small with only 19 stu-
dents and offered a fairly 
easy transfer into the so-
cial world of academics.

However, early on John-
son said she was described 
as the "obnoxious one" 
and therefore was not very 
socially accepted. 

"I was easily influenced 
and made choices accord-
ing to what others decided 
was good for me, not be-
cause of anything I re-
ally believed in," Johnson 
said. "The transition was 

very difficult and even to 
this day I feel as if social-
ly, I am a few years behind 
those my same age."

Being home schooled 
is not all bad. There are 
positive aspects. Many 
students find themselves 
excelling in classes and 
even advancing to higher-
level classes, graduating 
earlier and starting college 
as young as seventeen. 
Home-school families are 
also often closer knit.

“As far as I'm concerned, 
school isn't life and kids 
need to know how to deal 
with others in a social set-
ting," said Alexia Hall, 
soph., Moundridge, "Fam-
ilies can be close even 
when the children aren't 
home schooled.”

It can be very lonely 
for many unless they are 
involved in local home 
schooling events, but not 
every community is privi-
leged to have these oppor-
tunities.

Ashely Zodrow, soph., 
Chapman, was home 

schooled from the fourth 
grade through eighth 
grade, but spent her high 
school years in a public 
school. 

"I liked both systems and 
think that each method of 
education is equally valu-
able," Zodrow said. "My 
home school used lesson 
plans and tests just like 
any other school, but there 
were some important dif-
ferences. In homeschool, 
I could get one-on-one 
help, instant feedback, be 
finished early if I worked 
hard enough, follow les-
sons at my own pace and 
there was no homework 
once I was done for the 
day." 

Zodrow said home 
schooling taught her to 
think, not just memorize 
by repetition. She added 
that McPherson has values 
closer to the home school 
system than a larger state 
university would 

"I can get one-on-one 
help and feedback faster," 
Zodrow said.

Photo by Benjamin Denton

Students listen carefully as Dr. Weiuin (George) Wang, department of human nutrition at Kansas State University, lec-
tures on the dangers of an unhealthy body weight and cancer prevention.  

By Benjamin Denton

Photography Editor

T.I.’s new CD “Paper 
Trail” is not really worth 
its current price, even 
Wal-Mart’s at $14.82. 

Yes, it has a few good 

songs on it, but the good 
songs are played on the 
radio all the time.

T.I. wrote this CD 
while under house arrest. 
I think he should have 
stayed there until he fin-
ished the CD. 

He has a really good 
song with “Whatever 
You Like” and then he 
has nothing. 

The only other songs 
worth mentioning are 
“My Life, Your Entertain-
ment” featuring Usher, 
“On Top Of The World” 
featuring Ludacris and 
B.O.B., and “What Up, 
What’s Haapnin.” Other 
than that, the rest of the 
CD is just a run-of-the-
mill rap CD.
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Tabetha Salsbury

Spectator Staff

In the past couple of 
weeks, students have 
watched as gas prices have 
dwindled to about half the 
cost they were this past 
summer. It is hard to be-
lieve that gas price signs 
do not start with a three 
or even a two, after con-
sistently seeing them that 
way throughout the year.

So, with fuel prices 
dropping, it seems travel-
ing might turn the other 
direction. However, many 
national surveys show that 
the general population is 
not traveling as much as 
they were earlier in the 
year. This may be due to 
people being cautious of 
spending because of the 
current economic stand-
ings or possibly people 
saving up for the upcom-
ing holidays.

Many people believe 
the lower fuel prices are 
just another sign that our 
economy is struggling. 
Supply and demand play 
a huge role in the setting 
of prices. If people are not 
traveling as much due to 
the economic downfall, 
the demand for fuel will 
decrease and will bring 
prices down with it.

Other people have not 
really felt the effect of de-
creased prices.

“The gas prices didn’t 
stop me from traveling 
when they were higher,” 
said Shaun Griffin, jr., In-
man. “I never looked at the 
price. I just filled up and 
went on with my life.”

While a lot of people 
are not traveling any more 
than before, being able to 
purchase a gallon of fuel 
for less than two dollars 
definitely has a positive 
impact on people. 

Several students feel that 
it is a lot more comforting 
not to have to scrounge for 
the extra cash just to fill 
up to travel to work each 
week.

Other students have 
used the lower fuel prices 
as an opportunity to visit 
friends, family and new 
places after classes and 
over weekends.

“The current fuel pric-
es make it a lot easier 
for students to get away 
from campus for a while, 
whether for a road trip or 
just a drive into the middle 
of nowhere” said Verity 
Spencer, soph., Yamhill, 
Ore.

Erica Schlender, soph., 
Burton, said fuel prices 
make it easier to enjoy 
trips now because she is 
not as concerned with how 
much they will cost.

Tricia Fenskey, soph., 
Moundridge, said, “It is 
easier to support our cam-

pus sports’ teams now at 
away games because we 
can actually afford to trav-
el to them.”

As human nature, most 
everyone likes to save 
money in any way pos-
sible. From any perspec-
tive, lower fuel prices are 
helping people save mon-
ey. With the upcoming 
holidays and the shaken 
economy, saving money 

is essential. Family vaca-
tions, trips home for the 
holidays or just time away 
from campus are finally 
being put back into reach 
with lower fuel prices.

“We never thought we 
would see gas prices be-
low again in our lifetime,” 
agreed Emily Donell, fr., 
Wichita, and Melanie 
Grosbach, fr., Gladstone, 
Mo.

Photo by Verity Spencer

A student takes the time to enjoy low gas prices.

Blood drive passes goal

Kim Smith

Spectator Staff  

Just as teams on the 
CBS show “The Amazing 
Race” compete in a global 
challenge, McPherson stu-
dents have competed in a 
campus-wide version of 
the popular show.

The competitive spirit 
started as early as day 
two.

“There was some defi-
nite competition coming 
from fellow competitors,” 
said Ashley Andrews, jr., 
Oklahoma City, Okla.

Starting on Nov. 10, the 
student body was e-mailed 
a clue, much like a riddle. 

The goal was to be the 
first team to reach the per-
son that the clue was writ-
ten about. After a team 
checked in with the person 
it was supposed to find, 
the team was safe until 
the next day when another 
race would start.

Every day, the last two 
or more teams to reach the 
person, were eliminated 
condensing the pool of 
teams, much like the TV 
show. By this morning, 
only five of 15 teams re-
mained.

The winning team will 
be the first person to fig-

ure out the clue today and 
reach the person. 

The winning team will 
win a $150 prize, with 

each team member receiv-
ing a $75-gift card. 

Clues during the week 
were written about ad-

missions and financial aid 
counselor Nick Glanzer; 
cafeteria employee Mary 
Ruxlow; Ethan Gustafson, 

son of Andrew and Col-
leen Gustafson, both 
McPherson employees; 
and personal counselor 

Kelli Johnson.
“We’re going to win 

it,” said competitor Dusty 
Kitchen, fr., Topeka.

Students compete in “Amazing Race”

Adrielle Harvey

Editor-in-Chief

Last Monday, 
McPherson College 
“smashed,” as Tom 
Hurst said in a campus 
e-mail, the college’s 
previous record of do-
nating blood to the Red 
Cross. Of 92 people 
that signed up to do-
nate, 60 units of blood 
were given, beating the 
prior McPherson record 
of 48 units.

“When they (Red 
Cross) come, they’re 
hoping to get 40 
(units),” said Hurst, di-
rector of campus minis-
tries. “If they get more 
than that, it’s a bonus 
for them.”

Students, faculty 
and staff alike donated 
blood, some for the first 
time and even one for 
the 61st time. Marilyn 
Kimbrell, professor of 
education, has been do-
nating blood since 1975 
and Nov. 10, marked 
her 61st unit of blood.

“I was teaching in a 
town in Southern Mis-
souri,” Kimbrell said of 
her first time. “Giving 
blood was good for the 
community.”

Kimbrell said that 
for her, giving blood 
never takes long and 
she doesn’t have side 
effects.

“I am one of the lucky 
people,” Kimbrell said. 
“It is very easy for me 
to give.”

Donating blood is a 
service opportunity that 
many can participate in 
and it’s a gift that does 
not come with a price 
tag.

“I was doing it before 
it counted as service,” 

Kimbrell said. “There 
are many things that I 
can’t or don’t do to help 
others. This is one way 
that I can and do.”

By donating one unit 
of blood, a person can 
save three lives, as 
the blood is split into 
red cells, platelets and 
plasma. Pelma Cap-
tain, Red Cross team 
supervisor, said plasma 
is often used for burn 
victims, but also has 
many other uses. Red 
cells and platelets are 
used to treat cancer and 
red cells are also used 
in many surgical proce-
dures.

“If it’s (blood) not 
available, people die,” 
Hurst said. “If it’s 
available, people can 
live longer. I think it’s 
pretty neat to make a 
gift… you’re saving 
three lives.”

The Red Cross team 
that set up the drive at 
McPherson on Monday 
covers all of Kansas 
and Oklahoma. Captain 
said she works between 
five to seven days a 
week, at least one blood 
drive a day and it takes 
500 units a week to sup-
ply all the Kansas and 
Oklahoma hospitals.

Sarah Kohler, fr., 
Papillion, Neb., donat-
ed for the second time 
on Monday.

“Why not?” Kohler 
said. “It’s just a little 
thing you can do. It 
doesn’t take much.”

Kohler pointed out, 
on Monday, another 
student who was donat-
ing.

“She’s scared out of 
her mind,” Kohler said, 
“but she’s still doing 
it.”

Betsy Shaffer

Campus Life Editor

Students across campus 
are experiencing a variety 
of reactions to Thanksgiv-
ing break. Whether it is 
excitement about going 
home, dread at making the 
long drive or flight, or de-
spair at five days all alone 
in the dorms, one thing is 
for certain… everyone is 
ecstatic at having a five-
day break from classes.

Whitney Hobley, fr., Fort 
Leavenworth, is deviating 
from tradition this year to 
spend the holiday with her 
father in Leavenworth.

“Traditionally, my fam-
ily - mom, dad, sis and 
I - travel to Houston to 
spend Thanksgiving with 
the family,” Hobley said. 
“I’ve been blessed to have 

both sides of my family, 
mom and dad’s, come to-
gether every time.”

Ashley Luthye, soph., 
Northglenn, Colo., enjoys 
some Thanksgiving day 
football.

“I can’t wait to go home 
with my family and sit 
around the table with the 
home-cooked Thanks-
giving dinner we always 
have,” Luthye said. “Be-
ing with my mom, dad, 
grandma, sister, aunt, un-
cle and cousins watching 
whatever football game 
is on is my favorite part, I 
just get a big warm fuzzy 
feeling inside thinking 
about it.”

Rod Barlet is on the 
other side of the spec-
trum. With his hometown 
of Elizabethtown, Penn., 
Barlet, soph., said, “The 

school should combine 
fall break with Thanksgiv-
ing, then people who do 
not live very close could 
actually go home.”

For those students not 
able to return home or go 
to friends’ homes, there is 
a community Thanksgiv-
ing dinner in town from 11 
a.m. to 2 p.m. on Thanks-
giving Day. The dinner 
is held at the community 
building at 122 E. Marlin, 
and welcomes students to 
come help or eat.

“I’ve had Thanksgiving 

dinner at the community 
center with the fine peo-
ple of McPherson twice,” 
said Eric Read, sr., Chesa-
peake, Va. “It’s just too far 
and too expensive to run 
back and forth across the 
country. I plan on it again 
this year.”

With only five days, 
Thanksgiving break is 
fairly short, especially 
for those who live out of 
state, but for those spend-
ing the time with family or 
friends, the days will sim-
ply fly by. 

Some will stay, some will go over Thanksgiving break

Gas prices drop: more students driving?

Interested in the community Thanksgiving dinner? 
Call Mike McCormick at 620-242-0585 or e-mail him 	  	

   at mccormim@mcpherson.edu.

Thanksgiving Dinner

McPherson donates 60 units of blood

Photo by Benjamin Denton

L-R: Jamie Teeters, soph., Little River; personal counselor Kelli Johnson; Cody Doll, sr., Healy; Kyle Toland, fr., Kansas City, and Dusty Kitchen, fr., Topeka, 
decide what place each team finished Thursday morning.

Group O can donate to anybody. It’s  
the universal donor.

Group A can donate to As and ABs.
Group B can donate to Bs and ABs.
Group AB can donate to other ABs, but can 

receive from all other groups.

Who can you donate to?
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Kelli Fowlds

Spectator Staff

The Bulldogs will play 
their final game of the sea-
son against Bethel College 
on Saturday.

Bethel is currently 
ranked 23rd nationally 
with an overall season re-
cord of 6-3.

“Right now we’re all 
getting prepared by watch-
ing as much film on them 
as we can and putting to-
gether a good game plan,” 
said Tyler Decker, soph., 
Enid, Okla.

The Bulldogs intend to 
play the best they can in 
this final game.

“We are practicing hard 
and hopefully we will 
close the season out with 
a win,” said Allen Bittick, 
fr., Tulsa, Okla.

The team’s record so far 
for the 2008 season is 3-6.

“It hasn’t been the sea-
son I was expecting, but I 
know that we are going to 
be really good next year,” 
Bittick said.

Most of the players agree 
that the goals the team in-
tended to reach were not 
accomplished.

“At times we have 
played some great foot-
ball, but we lacked being 
able to put together a full 
game and get those big 
victories,” Decker said.

In his second season 
at McPherson College, 
Coach Brian Ward has 
been trying to turn the 
McPherson football pro-
gram around and mold it 
into a conference power-
house.

“His first two years he 

has been here, he has out 
recruited all the teams in 
the conference and has 
gotten some really good, 
but young athletes in 
here,” said Garry Deason, 
fr., Broken Arrow, Okla. 
“This program has an 
awesome future.”

Despite its losing record, 
the team has enjoyed this 
season.

“My favorite part of the 
season was winning the 
first game of the season, 
which was my first game 
to ever start in college 
football,” Decker said.

The Bulldogs lost 
against Friends University 
on Nov. 1. The final score 
was 17-41, with Friends 
finishing off the game by 
scoring 13 points in the 
last quarter. McPherson 
played Tabor College on 
Nov. 8 and lost in a close 
game as Tabor sealed the 
game in the fourth quar-
ter, 19-23. Going into the 
second half, McPherson 
was up 19-6, but with two 
touchdowns and a field 
goal, Tabor came back and 
claimed a victory.

Regardless of their re-
cord, the Bulldogs are go-
ing into Saturday’s game 
with full force. The play-
ers are intent on doing all 
they can and they are al-
ready looking toward sea-
sons to come. The football 
program plans to correct 
past mistakes and focus on 
what it can do to improve.

“I think in a year or two 
we’re going to be a force 
to reckon with,” Decker 
said.

Stat Leaders
Friends v. McPherson

Bryanna Daniels

Spectator Staff

The beginning of the 
season was a little rough 
for the men’s soccer 
team. 

In their first 12 games 
of non-conference play, 
they ended with a record 
of 4-7-1.  Coach Doug 
Quint said he had doubts 
about if his team could 
finish as high as second 
place in the Kansas Col-
legiate Athletic Confer-
ence.

“With the amount of 
injuries we had on the 
team and not being able 
to finish as well as we 
should have, no,” Quint 
said. 

However, this is no 
longer the case for the 
Bulldogs.  They finished 
the season with a 6-2-1 
record in conference 
play.  However, it was a 
very close second place 
finish.

“There is only a half-
game difference be-
tween second and fourth 
place in the KCAC,” 
Quint said,  “but I am 
very pleased with this 
season. It is the tough-
est season I have ever 
coached.”

The men’s soccer team 
will play the winner of 
the game between No. 
3 seed, Ottawa Univer-
sity, and the No. 6 seed, 
Tabor College. 

Although Quint thinks 
that Tabor is the bet-
ter team of the two, he 
hopes to play Ottawa 
University and knock 
them out of the tourna-
ment because they are 
the hosts of the whole 
tournament.

“(We have) to just 
keep doing what they’ve 
been doing all season,” 
Quint said.

“It’s been a long 
week,” said Lance Dick, 
soph., Hutchinson.

Due to the fact that 
McPherson College 
ended in second place, 
they had a bye for the 
first round of playoffs.

“We’re all just ready 
to play,” said Jose Are-
nas, jr., Cheyenne, Wyo. 
“Being it’s my first year 
here, I’m really excited 
to play in the tourna-
ment. It’s going to be a 
new experience and I’m 
looking forward to it.”

The men’s soccer team 
is scheduled to play 
against Ottawa Univer-
sity tonight at 7:30.

James Tuttle

Sports Editor

The cross country team 
will get to rest their legs 
now that their season is 
over.  Well, except for 
one runner.

Oliver Williams, fr., 
Salt Lake City, Utah, 
qualified with his sea-
son-best time of 26 min-
utes and 15 seconds for 
the National Association 
of Intercollegiate Athlet-
ics National Champion-
ships.

“It feels pretty good,” 
Williams said.

 “In his situation, you 
just go up there to run 
as good of a time as you 
can,” head coach Dave 
Smith said.

As one season ends 
for the Bulldogs, an-
other one begins.  The 
Kansas State University 
All-Comers indoor track 
meet will take place on 
Dec. 13.  Many of the 
cross country runners 
plan to participate in in-
door track and field for 
the Bulldogs, but Smith 
said some may take a 
break.

In their last meet of the 
year, the men finished 
fifth overall.  Eight of 
the ten athletes finished 
with season-best times.  
In the 8-kilometer run, 
Williams finished with 
the third best time in 
McPherson College his-
tory.  Brent Bailey, sr., 
Limon Colo., finished 

with a time of 26:26.8, 
which is a personal best 
time and the sixth best 
time on the all-time list.  
Bailey missed qualifying 
for the NAIA National 
Championships by one 
spot. 

Shaun Griffin, jr., In-
man, also finished 17th 
with a personal best time 
of 26:51.9.  

On the women’s side, 
Kati Beam, fr., McPher-
son, finished 26th with 
a time of 22:18.3. Katie 
Logan, fr., Clay Center, 
finished 34th and Me-
gan Meyer, sr.,  Beloit, 
finished 43rd overall. 
Since there were only 
three competitors on the 
women’s side, they did 
not qualify for an overall 
team finish.

Coach Smith said the 
top accomplishments of 
the season were winning 
the McPherson Invita-
tional on the men’s side, 
setting individual times 
in the top 15 list, total 
team improvement at the 
Southwestern Mid-States 
meet, and the men’s 
and women’s effort and 
times on the conference 
course.

Next year, the team 
will have a good chance 
of improving upon their 
finishes this year.

“We will miss the two 
seniors (Bailey and Mey-
er), but we should get 
enough improvement to 
have a better team next 
year,” Smith said.
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Josh White, soph., Stockton, Mo., cuts back in front of a 
Friends University defender on Nov. 1.  White led McPher-
son with 50 yards rushing in the loss.

Tabor College v. McPherson
	 TC	 MC
First downs..........................22	 18
Total Net Yards...................405	 371
Rushes-Yards............... 58-295	 34-166
Passing.............................. 110	 205
Punt returns....................... 0-0	 1--7
Kickoff returns.................. 3-42	 4-75
Interceptions-Ret..............2-27	 1-7
Comp-Att-Int................. 8-18-1	 20-38-2
Punts............................... 2-46	 2-79
Fumbles-Lost..................... 2-1	 4-1
Opponent................0	 6	 10	 7–23
McPherson..............7	 12	 0	 0–19

First Quarter
MC–White 38 run (Eason kick)

Second Quarter
MC–Smith 9 run (Eason kick no good)
MC–Harrison 2 pass from White (pass no 
good)
TC–Washington 49 run (Manny kick no good)

Third Quarter
TC–Washington 2 run (Manny kick)
TC-FG Manny 24

Fourth Quarter
TC-Washington 14 run

Individual MC Stats
Rushing–White 15-129, Smith 6-26, Skinner  
3-15, Ezebunwa 2-4, Moore 3-3, Cox 1-2
Passing–White 18-31-173, Sunday 2-7-32
Receiving–Cox 6-88, Hale 5-29, Harrison 
5-28, Skinner 3-58, Smith 1-2

	 FU	 MC
First downs..........................28	 18
Total Net Yards...................469	 321
Rushes-Yards............... 57-221	 26-76
Passing..............................248	 245
Punt returns....................... 0-0	 0-0
Kickoff returns.................. 3-82	 8-171
Interceptions-Ret..............3-74	 2-70
Comp-Att-Int...............20-30-2	 16-41-3
Punts............................... 1-20	 4-108
Fumbles-Lost.........................0	 1-1
Opponent..............13	 12	 3	 13–41
McPherson..............0	 7	 7	 3–17

First Quarter
FU–Bolander 4 run (Paletta kick)
FU–Flanagan 12 pass from Melugin (Paletta 
pass no good)

Second Quarter
FU–Cunningham 73 interception return 
(Paletta kick no good)
FU–Melugin 2 run (run no good)
MC–Cox 26 pass from White (Eason kick)

Third Quarter
MC–Hale 51 pass from White (Eason kick)
FU–FG Coleman 21

Fourth Quarter
MC–FG Eason 34 
FU–Flanagan 11 pass from Melugin (Paletta 
kick no good)
FU–Flanagan 14 pass from Melugin (Paletta 
kick)

Individual MC Stats
Rushing–White 14-50, Swindell 4-23, Smith 
2-6, Payne 4-4, Ezebunwa 1-4
Passing–White 14-34-226, Sunday 2-7-19

Leterius Ray

Spectator Staff

The recruiting class of 
2008 has been called upon 
heavily by McPherson 
College coaches this sea-
son. In sports all across 
the board, freshman ath-
letes are playing a big 
role in Bulldog athletics 
this fall. The most evident 
being the starting quarter-
back position for the foot-
ball team.

After injuries to the 
starting and back-up quar-
terbacks, the waiting line 
was cleared for freshman 
Aaron Sunday, Claremore, 
Okla., to step up as the 
No. 1 guy. In their season 
opener, the Bulldogs lost 
starting quarterback Shane 
Mascarenas, jr., Peoria, 
Ariz., for the season and 
back up Josh White, soph., 
Stockton, Mo., for a few 
games with a concussion 
and dislocated shoulder.

“I was planning on only 
playing while we were 
ahead… when we were 
beating teams pretty bad,” 
Sunday said. “Then may-
be I’d be getting some 
snaps.”

In their absence, Sunday 
took over the reigns.

“My high school ran, 
pretty much, the same of-
fense,” Sunday said. “I just 
had to get used to working 
with quicker athletes.”

At one point during the 
season, Sunday ranked 
ninth in passing yards in 
the National Association 
of Intercollegiate Athlet-
ics, and lead McPherson to 
be the top passing offense 
in the Kansas Collegiate 
Athletic Conference.

“It’s just going to have 
me more ready for years 
to come,” Sunday said.

While Sunday’s perfor-
mance as a freshman may 
be the most prominent, 

Oliver Williams, fr., Salt 
Lake City, Utah, may be 
the most successful thus 
far. Williams has been the 
top finisher at every cross 
country meet for the Bull-
dogs.

“It’s a lot harder than 
high school,” Williams 
said. “It’s really making 
me push my limits.”

Williams qualified for 
the NAIA National Cham-
pionships by placing ninth 
in the KCAC Champion-
ships with the third best 
time in school history of 
26 minutes and 15 sec-
onds.

He also said that he 
wants to qualify and place 
in the top 100 at nation-
als.

On the women’s team, 
three out of the four run-
ners are freshmen. Katie 
Logan, fr., Clay Center, 
has been the top runner for 
McPherson.

“I wasn’t expecting to do 
so well coming in,” Logan 
said. “I thought I was go-
ing to be out of shape.”

She has run a season best 
of 21:32.5 in the women’s 
5-kilometer run.

She has even higher ex-
pectations for the softball 
diamond, where she will 
play pitcher and shortstop 
in the spring.

No McPherson College 
athletics team has more 
freshmen in their numbers 
than the women’s soccer 
squad. Ten out of their 26 
players are members of 
the freshman class. Out 
of the 10 freshmen, Jes-
sica Castro, Westminster, 
Colo.; Shea Pulis, Enid, 
Okla.; Brooke Weisen-
burger, Spring Hill; and 
Annaliese Rotering, Colo-
rado Springs, Colo., have 
seen the field the most. 
Rotering has played in 
all 18 contests, Castro 
has seen the field in 15 of 
the 18 contests and Pulis 

has player the field in 14 
of their 18 games. Goalie 
Weisenburger has started 
seven games this season 
as well.

Throughout the season, 
Pulis has been putting up 
the most numbers. She 
leads all freshmen with 
three goals on the season. 
Overall, the ladies are 9-5-
4 on the season, heading 
into semifinal play of the 
KCAC tournament.

In men’s soccer, Tyler 

Tank, fr., Austin, Texas, 
and Blake Jett, fr., Fort 
Worth, Texas, have seen 
considerable playing time 
this season.

These freshman athletes 
have three more years 
to grow and develop in 
the program. With such 
a large number of high 
performing freshmen, the 
McPherson College ath-
letic department should 
get stronger in years to 
come.
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Oliver Williams, fr., Salt Lake City, Utah, attempts to track 
down a Kansas Wesleyan University opponent in the KCAC 
Championships on Nov. 8.  Williams qualified for the NAIA 
National Championships by finishing ninth individually.

Freshman athletes make impact
Photo by Tabeha Surveyor

Brent Bailey, sr., Limon, Colo., keeps pace with the pack 
in the KCAC Championships.  Bailey missed qualifying 
for the NAIA National Championships by one position.

Losing streak continuesMen finish second 
in KCAC, have 

opening round bye

Williams qualifies for 
National Championships

Receiving–Cox 5-135, Harrison 2-22, Wright 
1-14
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James Tuttle

Sports Editor

Despite a tough stretch in 
the middle of the year, the 
volleyball team won two 
of their last three games to 
finish the season.

The wins, at times, were 
hard to come by for the 
lady Bulldogs, but the 
team seemed determined 
during the final stretch to 
close out the season on a 
high note.

On Nov. 1, the Bulldogs 
were stomped by Bethany 
College by scores of 6-25, 
14-25 and 20-25.  They 
then lost again, this time at 
home, against Bethel Col-
lege by scores of 12-25, 
23-25 and 8-25 on Nov. 4.  
Then, the Lady Bulldogs 
broke their six-game los-
ing streak against Ottawa 
University in three straight 
games, 25-18, 26-24 and 
25-21 to finish the regular 
season with a win.   

The Bulldogs finished 
with a season record of 
6-18 overall and 3-15 in 
the Kansas Collegiate 
Athletic Conference dur-
ing the regular season.  
The mere three wins in 
regular season KCAC 
play placed them 10th out 
of ten teams in the confer-
ence.  However, the Bull-
dogs came out to play in 
the KCAC tournament, 
defeating Friends Univer-
sity, who was tied for sec-
ond in the KCAC with 15 
regular season conference 
wins.  The game scores 
were 9-25, 25-23, 25-23 

and 25-15.
“We came out with one 

goal in mind,” said Steph-
anie Guyer, sr., Highlands 
Ranch, Colo.

However, the Bulldogs 
ran into Kansas Wesleyan 
University on Nov. 11 in 
quarterfinal play.  They 
lost in four games, 23-25, 
18-25, 25-17 and 24-26.

“Our last game against 
Kansas Wesleyan was a 
tough one to lose,” said 
Tiffany Nichepor, sr., Ness 
City.

The Bulldogs will have  
much of this year’s squad 
back next year.  The vol-
leyball team will look to 
shake this season off and 
have a bright future next 
year.  However, they will 
be losing seniors Nichepor 
and Guyer.    

“(Everyone will have 
to) step up in the off sea-
son and get ready for next 
year,” Nichepor said. 

STAT LEADERS
v. Bethany College

Kills—Loesch 10, Neufeld 6, Arpin 5, 
Gordon 4
Aces—Gordon 1, Guyer 1
Digs—Green 10, Loesch 6, Sievers 4, 
Gordon 2 
Blocks—Neufeld 1, Gordon 1

v. Bethel College
Kills—Loesch 16, Easter 4, Gordon 3, 

Neufeld 2
Aces—Loesch 1, Sievers 1
Digs—Loesch 13, Green 11, Guyer 10, 
Johnson 8, Sievers 5
Blocks—Neufeld 2, Easter 2, Gordon 1, 
Sievers 1, Arpin 1

 v. Ottawa University
Kills—Loesch 17, Gordon 8, Arpin 4, 
Neufeld 4
Aces—Loesch 6, Green 4, Gordon 2, 
Guyer 1, Sievers 1
Digs—Green 12, Loesch 9, Guyer 8, 
Sievers 4, Nichepor 4
Blocks—Loesch 2, Arpin 2, Easter 2, 
Neufeld 1, Sievers 1

v. Friends University 

Kills—Loesch 19, Neufeld 11, Arpin 11, 
Gordon 7
Aces—Loesch 3, Nichepor 3, Gordon 1, 
Guyer 1, Green 1
Digs—Green 12, Sievers 12, Loesch 10, 
Gordon 4, Nichepor 4
Blocks—Easter 4, Neufeld 3, Arpin 3, 
Gordon 2, Loesch 1, Sievers 1

v. Kansas Wesleyan
Kills—Loesch 20, Neufeld 8, Arpin 7, 
Easter 6
Aces— Nichepor 4, Green 2
Digs— Green 17, Loesch 16, Sievers 6, 
Guyer 4, Gordon 4
Blocks— Arpin 3, Loesch 1, Gordon 1, 
Sievers 1, Neufeld 1

Leterius Ray

Spectator Staff

The men’s basketball 
team has played well in 
their early season tourna-
ments.  

The Bulldogs dropped 
their opening game 60-67 
against Southern Naza-
rene University.  Brandon 
Cameron, sr., Hutchinson, 
put up 25 points and nine 
in the contest. Mike Reece, 
jr., San Antonio, Texas was 
the second leading scorer 
with 10.  The team aver-
aged 39 percent in field 
goals, 33 percent from be-
hind the arc, and 66.7 per-
cent for free throws.

“Southern Nazarene is 
a good team,” said men’s 
head coach Tim Swartzen-
druber.  “I was pleased 
how we bounced back 
with a win the next day.”

Day two of the tourna-
ment ended with a 84-79 
win over Southwestern 
Christian University. Re-
ece stepped into the role 
of lead scorer with 21 
points. Antowine Lamb, 
jr., Topeka, followed with 
15 points, along with nine 
rebounds. Trent Ruxlow, 
soph., McPherson was not 
far behind with 14 points 
of his own.  The team 
was 45.2 percent from 
the field, 25 percent from 
three, and 72.7 percent 
from the line.

Last weekend, McPher-
son College hosted the 
MAC Classic. Reece had 
another good night on the 
stat sheet, with 18 points, 
seven rebounds, and 
three assists, in a struggle 
against Avila College. The 
play of Marlon Domin-
ique, jr., Donaldsonville, 
La.  was key in the Bull-
dogs’ 70-65 win versus 

the Eagles Friday. In addi-
tion to his 14 points, seven 
rebounds, and five assists, 
Dominique’s ball handling 
skills kept the game going 
in McPherson’s favor.

After holding off Avila 
the night before, the men 
controlled most of their 
contest against Haskell 
Indian Nations University. 
Lamb put up 15 points, 
and eight rebounds Sat-
urday against the Indian 
Nations in an 84-72 vic-
tory.  Charles Moore, jr., 
San Antonio, Texas, Re-
ece, Dwayne Thomas, jr., 
Houston, Texas  and Rux-
low scored in double fig-
ures as well.

“I think we have a lot of 
guys who can score,” said 
Swartzendruber.  “We’re 
not a team that has to de-
pend on one guy. That’s a 
big plus.”

The Bulldogs are 3-1 
going into this weekend’s 
competition

“Central Methodist is 
undefeated and Baker is 
good too,” said Swartzen-
druber.  “We can compete 
with both teams, but we 
have to play well to give 
ourselves a chance.”

McPherson plays Cen-
tral Methodist tonight at 
8 p.m., and Baker tomor-
row at 6 p.m., in Ottawa 
for the Kansas Collegiate 
Athletic Conference/Heart 
of Amercia Athletic Con-
ference Classic.

Sports Briefs

Bulldogs celebrate individual sucess

Even though the football team is on a three-game 
skid, there are several individuals who are putting 
up very impressive personal statistics. 

Gary Cox, sr., Glendale, Ariz., is the current leader 
in the National Intercollegiate Athletic Conference 
in all-purpose yards per game with 168.7 yards per 
game. Cox also ranks 13th in receiving yards with 
86.2 yards per game,  17th in receptions per game 
at 5.9 receptions per game, 18th in kickoff yards 
per attempt at 24.4 yard per attempt and 25th in 
punt return yards per attempt at 9.3 yards per at-
tempt. 

Leading the Bulldogs defensively are Billy Baska, 
jr., Tonganoxie, who leads the NAIA with fumbles 
forced per game at 0.4 and Jeff Paulson, jr., Limon, 
Colo., who ranks sixth in tackles with 12.2 tackles 
per game.

 In women’s soccer, Haley Cook, soph., Centenni-
al, Colo., now holds the record for scoring and goals 
scored in a career with 30 goals and 68 points.

“I was very proud of Haley for the effort she put 
into her first two years of her career,” said Coach 
Robert Talley.  He said Cook realizes there are 10 
other players on the field, which is key to her suc-
cess.

‘‘Our last 
game against 
Kansas Wesleyan 
was a tough one 
to lose’’– Tiffany    

Nichepor
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Destri Sievers, soph., Stafford, sets the ball to Amy 
Neufeld, fr., Hillsboro, against Bethel College on Nov. 4.  
The Bulldogs were swept by Bethel in three consecutive 
games.

Bulldog Stats v. Avila University
	 Fg-a	 Ft-a	 R	 A	 TO	 F	 TP
Dominique........ 4-5	 6-8	 7	 5	 0	 4	 14
Ruxlow............ 4-13	 2-2	 1	 1	 1	 0	 12
Severs.............. 0-1	 0-0	 1	 1	 1	 1	 0
Lamb................ 1-4	 3-6	 5	 0	 3	 2	 5
Moore............... 2-8	 0-0	 5	 0	 2	 0	 4
Stevenson......... 1-1	 0-2	 3	 0	 0	 1	 2
Thomas............. 1-2	 0-0	 4	 0	 1	 2	 8
Reece............. 7-14	 2-2	 7	 3	 3	 4	 18
Nemechek........ 0-3	 0-0	 0	 1	 1	 2	 0
Johnson............ 3-5	 1-1	 2	 0	       4	      3       7
Avila University	 31 34 — 65
McPherson College	 38 32 — 70
	 Three-point goals — 4-17 (Ruxlow 2-10, Reece 
2-3, Nemechek 0-3, Dominique 0-1). Steals —9 
(Moore 3, Thomas 2, Nemechek 2, Dominique 1, 
Ruxlow 1). Blocks—1 (Lamb 1).

Bulldog Stats v. Haskell University
	 Fg-a	 Ft-a	 R	 A	 TO	 F	 TP
Dominique........ 2-4	 5-7	 1	 9	 1	 0	 9
Ruxlow.............. 2-4	 4-4	 2	 1	 2	 4	 10
Severs.............. 1-1	 0-0	 2	 3	 0	 3	 2
Lamb................ 5-9	 5-10	 8	 0	 5	 2	 15
Moore............. 6-14	 1-2	 8	 1	 1	 1	 13
Stevenson......... 1-1	 1-2	 0	 0	 0	 1	 3

Bulldog Stats v. Southwestern Christian
	 Fg-a	 Ft-a	 R	 A	 TO	 F	 TP
Dominique........ 3-5	 2-2	 2	 6	 4	 3	 9
Ruxlow.............. 5-7	 0-0	 1	 1	 3	 1	 14
Severs.............. 0-1	 0-0	 1	 3	 0	 0	 0
Gaddis.............. 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0
Cameron........... 3-9	 0-2	 7	 2	 1	 4	 7
Lamb................ 6-9	 3-3	 9	 0	 2	 1	 15
Moore............... 1-3	 3-4	 2	 0	 2	 5	 5
Stevenson......... 1-2	 0-0	 1	 0	 0	 0	 2
Thomas............. 1-2	 0-0	 4	 0	 1	 2	 2
Reece............. 7-11	 7-7	 4	 4	 3	 3	 21
Nemechek........ 2-6	 0-0	 2	 1	 2	 1	 5
Johnson............ 2-5	 0-2	 4	 0	       1	      2       4
Southwestern Christian University	 37 42 — 79
McPherson College	 38 46 — 84
	 Three-point goals — 7-15 (Ruxlow 4-6, Nemechek 
1-5, Cameron 1-2, Dominique 1-1, Reece 0-1). 
Steals —7 (Reece 3, Johnson 2, Severs 1, Dominique 
1).  Blocks—2 (Johnson 1, Severs 1).

Stat Leaders
Bulldog Stats v. Southern Nazarene

	 Fg-a	 Ft-a	 R	 A	 TO	 F	 TP
Dominique........ 3-5	 2-2	 2	 6	 2	 3	 9
Ruxlow.............. 5-7	 0-0	 1	 1	 3	 1	 14
Severs.............. 0-0	 0-0	 1	 0	 1	 3	 0
Cameron......... 9-15	 4-5	 9	 0	 1	 4	 25
Darden............. 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0
Lamb................ 3-5	 0-2	 8	 0	 1	 3	 6
Moore............. 3-17	 2-2	 6	 1	 5	 3	 8
Stevenson......... 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0
Thomas............. 1-2	 0-0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 2
Reece............... 3-5	 4-4	 1	 2	 4	 5	 10
Nemechek........ 0-1	 0-0	 3	 0	 2	 1	 0
Johnson............ 1-1	 0-0	 3	 0	 1	1             2
Southern Nazarene University	 33 34 — 67
McPherson College	 32 28 — 60
	 Three-point goals — 4-12 (Dominique 1-2, 
Ruxlow 0-5, Cameron 3-5). Steals—8 (Dominique 3, 
Cameron 1, Moore 1, Lamb 1, Nemechek 1, Thomas 
1). Blocks—2 (Lamb 2).

James Tuttle

Sports Editor

The women’s soccer 
team advanced in the 
Kansas Collegiate Ath-
letic Conference tourna-
ment after a game that 
was way too close for 
comfort.

The Lady Bulldogs 
finished the regular sea-
son with a 4-0 victory 
over Bethany College. 
This win improved their 
record to 5-3-1 in the 
KCAC and 9-5-3 overall.  
Five wins were enough to 
place the Bulldogs third 
in the conference and set 
the scene for their open-
ing round home game 
against Sterling College 
on Nov. 7. 

The Warriors scored 
first, late in the first pe-
riod to take the lead 0-1.  
The Bulldogs answered 
with a score of their own, 
a goal by Alyssa Baldi, 
soph., Northglenn, Colo., 
assisted by Jessica Stahr, 
sr., York, Neb.  It would 
then take two scoreless 
overtimes and a penalty 
kick shootout for the 
Bulldogs to advance to 
the semifinals against 
Ottawa University on 
Nov. 14.   

During the penalty 
kick shootout, Andrea 
Swanson, soph., Little-
ton, Colo., only allowed 
one goal.  The Bulldogs 

scored three goals off 
the feet of Haley Cook, 
soph., Centennial, Colo.,  
Baldi, and Ana Calderon, 
soph., Lone Tree, Colo.  
The Bulldogs won the 
shootout by a final score 
of 3-1.

“We lost to them (Ster-
ling) on a cheap goal 
during the season and 
did not want to lose to 
them again,” said Col-
leen Brennan, soph., To-
peka.

Coach Robert Talley 
said, “We still continue 
to struggle to finish our 
opportunities.”

Coach Talley believes 
the ladies are playing 
their best ball of the sea-
son, now that they have 
found chemistry with 
each other.  He said that 
the addition of Courtney 
Castelli, jr., Hutchinson, 
back to the rotation is a 
big reason why the Bull-
dogs have been able to 
find chemistry.

“We have come togeth-
er as a team and realized 
how well we can play 
with each other,” Talley 
said.

The Bulldogs face off 
against Ottawa Univer-
sity today at 2:30 p.m. 
at Ottawa in an attempt 
to advance further in the 
playoff.

“I think that Ottawa 
doesn’t know what to ex-
pect,” Brennan said.

Bulldogs victorious early, often

Volleyball team finishes  
rough season on positive note
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Mike Reece, jr., San Antonio, Texas, out jumps a Haskell 
Indian Nations University defender for the finish.  Reece 
finished with 12 points and seven rebounds.

Photo by Benjamin Denton

Jessica Stahr, sr., York, Neb., keeps the ball away from 
a Sterling College defender in the opening round play-
off game for the Bulldogs.  The Bulldogs needed two 
overtimes and a penalty kick shoot-out to overcome 
the Warriors.

Thomas............. 4-6	 3-4	 4	 3	 1	 2	 11
Reece............. 6-10	 0-0	 7	 3	 4	 4	 12
Nemechek........ 4-7	 0-0	 1	 1	 3	 1	 9
Johnson............ 0-2	 0-3	 4	 0	       0	      2       0
Haskell Indian Nations University	 35 37 — 72
McPherson College	 39 45 — 84
	 Three-point goals — 3-8 (Ruxlow 2-4, Nemechek 
1-4). Steals —9 (Moore 3, Reece 2, Dominique 2, 
Thomas 1, Ruxlow 1). Blocks—3 (Lamb 2, Johnson 1).

Women advance 
in close opening 

playoff game

Bulldogs win 2 of final 3 games
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create dialogue, said La-
Monte Rothrock, dean of 
students.

“Our intent was not to 
answer any questions,” 
Rothrock said. “Our in-
tent was to raise issues 
and ponder things related 
to the issue of, in this 
case, assumptions or pre-
judgments we have about 
people, about race, those 
kinds of things.”

Fosberg’s play touched 
on a variety of areas, 
opening channels for 
many students to connect 
with.

“There were so many 
pieces in there that I’ve 
got to believe over 50 
percent of the people 
were thinking that could 
be me or that was me,” 
Rothrock said.

A diverse campus

In terms of diversity, 
Rothrock said McPher-
son College is 24 per-
cent racial minorities 
and there are 42 differ-
ent states represented on 
campus. But the college’s 
definition of diversity is 
more than just race and 
location. It also includes 
ethnicity, color, gender, 
national origin, religion, 
marital status, socioeco-
nomic status, exception-
ality, and sexual orienta-
tion.

“We’re an extremely 
diverse campus based on 
all those areas,” Rothrock 
said.

Despite the fact that 
McPherson has a higher 
percentage of racial mi-
norities than many col-
leges in the plains area, 

there are varying opin-
ions about how welcom-
ing McPherson College 
truly is.

“Really, we do have a 
high amount of minori-
ties compared to other 
schools in the ACCK 
(Associated Colleges of 
Central Kansas), but it’s 
still a very white cam-
pus,” Wiens said. “It was 
more of an issue in the 
past about people be-
ing unable to understand 
other people’s cultures 
and not being accepting 
of that.”

Tyler Tank, fr., Austin, 
Texas, thinks most peo-
ple are pretty accepting 
of others on this campus.

“I’d say everybody’s 
pretty tolerant here,” 
Tank said. “I see ev-
erybody being friends. 
I don’t see just single 
groups of race.”

On the other hand, Tank 
does think that many stu-
dents are facing issues re-
lated to diversity includ-
ing race and divorce.

“There’s probably a lot 
of kids here trying to deal 
with that, if they’re strug-

gling with it, accepting 
it,” Tank said.

What McPherson can 
do

Both Wiens and Ro-
throck want students to 
talk about these issues 
and will continue to try 
to provide opportunities 
for students. However, 
they also hope students 
will take the initiative to 
embrace diversity in the 
forms of leading discus-
sions, panels, activities 
and events.

“I think what we need 
to be working on is mak-
ing this a very welcom-
ing campus to all kinds of 
issues,” Rothrock said.

Melisa Grandison
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Looking for an on-
campus job? Consider 
one that makes a large 
impact on the McPher-
son College campus.

Project Connect, an 
on-campus job where 
McPherson College 
students call alumni, is 
responsible for bring-
ing in a gross amount of 
$99,000 last year alone 
for the annual scholar-
ship fund..

Callers of the project 
meet three nights a week 
on Sunday, Monday and 
Wednesday from 6 to 8 
p.m. They call McPher-
son College alumni 
in pursuit of financial 
pledges as well as names 
of prospective students.

Last year, callers made 
5,819 calls reaching 
2,623 alumni house-
holds. They raised an 
average of $16 per call, 
surpassing the yearly 
goal of $90,000 in the 
year. They received 
1,090 pledges, 185 new 
donor pledges and 41 
names of prospective 

students.
Kathy Nicholson, as-

sociate director of de-
velopment, explained 
that the project involves 
more than just fund rais-
ing.

“It’s not just about 
the pledges," Nicholson 
said. "It’s about building 
relationships with alum-
ni. We want to make it as 
personal and fun for the 
alumni as we can.”

She also said that call-
ers often spend up to 15 
minutes on the phone 
with alumni.

In addition to personal 
phone conversations, 
when pledge sheets are 
mailed to alumni do-
nors, cards are included 
in the packet. The cards 
have a picture of the 
callers with a short biog-
raphy on the back. This 

allows the alumni to feel 
as though they know the 
student they’ve been 
talking to on a more per-
sonal level.

This year's project call-
ers are Amanda LeClair, 
sr., Clyde; Emily Al-
exander, Salina; Heath 
McCracken, soph., 
Tracy, Calif.; Jacob Kel-
ley, fr., Wichita;  Jerdan 
Schweizer, fr., Plevna; 
Katie Doffing, fr., Con-
way Springs; Kelly  
Custer, fr., Elkhart; 
Kelsey Hempe, soph., 
Wichita; Kelsie Patrick, 
soph., Elizabeth, Colo.; 
Sarah Kohler, fr., Papil-
lion, Neb.; Tabetha Sals-
bury, sr., Pueblo, Colo.; 
Tannah Janssen, sr., 
McPherson; Tecie Turn-
er, soph., Scott City; and 
Trent Ruxlow, soph., 
McPherson.

Project Connect mem-
bers have set their goals 
high this year, expecting 
to reach 50 percent of 
all alumni households, 
earn $100,000 in pledg-
es, gain 200 new donor 
pledges and receive 
75 prospective student 
names.

Project Connect sets goal 
for $100,000 this year
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Tecie Turner, soph., Scott City, and Kelsey Hempe, soph., Wichita make phone calls 
to alumni for Project Connect
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 As the country’s presi-
dential search comes to an 
end, the college’s presi-
dential search is just on its 
way.

The search committee 
that is looking for the next 
president of McPherson 
College still has much 
work to do and can share 
little.

“We agreed at our first 
meeting that we wouldn’t 
talk about the process with 
anyone,” said Becki Bow-
man, committee member 
and assistant professor of 
communication.

The committee met Nov. 

8, to review and discuss 
applications turned in for 
the position. The commit-
tee is not allowed to share 
any of the information 
with anybody outside of 
the committee, however. 
This includes information 
about how many candi-
dates it is considering, 
who it's considering and 
where the candidates are 
from.

The committee agreed to 
keep the project confiden-
tial to protect the privacy 
and jobs of applicants, 
but the campus will know 
soon enough who the new 
president will be.

“Right now, it’s sched-
uled to make an offer to a 

person sometime in Feb-
ruary,” Bowman said.

The search committee 
actually does not decide 
who the new president will 
be. Instead, it will simply 
narrow down the search to 
three to five prospects for 
the Board of Trustees to 
vote on.

The Board of Trustees 
will be interviewing, se-
lecting and voting on a 
new president in Febru-
ary. During the Board of 
Trustees' interviewing 
process, the identity of the 
potential presidents will 
be revealed as they will 
be visiting campus and in-
teracting with professors, 
students and faculty.

Search for  campus president continues

   Adrielle Harvey
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McPherson's Epsilon-
Eta Chapter of Phi Alpha 
Theta inducted four new 
members at a ceremony 
on Oct. 31.

Inductees were Brett 
Mowry, sr., Olathe; 
Brandon Ritcha, jr., In-
man; Elizabeth Wash, sr., 
McPherson; and Nathan 
Witter, jr., McPherson.

Phi Alpha Theta is the 
History Honors Society, 
founded at the Univer-
sity of Arkansas in 1921. 
There are currently more 
than 850 chapters across 
the nation.

"Phi Alpha Theta pro-
motes the study of history 
through the encourage-

ment of research, good 
teaching, publication and 
the exchange of learning," 
said Gary Entz, associate 
professor of history.

Inductees must maintain 
a minimum 3.0 GPA over-
all and a 3.2 GPA in histo-
ry courses, and submit an 
application to be reviewed 
by both McPherson's fac-
ulty advisor and the na-
tional office at the Univer-
sity of South Florida.

Mowry, who is a his-
tory major with secondary 
education, said the induc-
tion "just means a lot of 
hard work has paid off." 
Mowry plans to teach his-
tory upon graduation.

"It (Phi Alpha Theta) 
looks good on your re-
sume and it means you 

cared a lot in school," 
Mowry said.

The Epsilon-Eta Chapter 
has inducted 199 members 
since it's start at McPher-
son College in 1954. The 
new inductees will join 
these members including 
four other student mem-
bers and five faculty mem-
bers who are currently on 
campus. Membership to 
Phi Alpha Theta lasts a 
lifetime.

Jillian Overstake, jr., 
Hillsboro, serves as the 
current president of the 
Epsilon-Eta Chapter. 
Overstake was actively 
involved in the ceremony 
and helped present the in-
ductees with honors cords 
to wear at graduation and 
plaques.

Audrey Secker
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The holiday season is 
fast approaching. Students 
are eagerly anticipating 
the end of the semester and 
the break that it entails.

For many, finding gifts 
for friends and family can 
be a difficult and stress-
ful task, which can over-
shadow the warm and joy-
ous occasion that holidays 
should be.

It is never too early to 
start looking for Christ-
mas presents. 

On Nov. 22, there will 
be an opportunity for stu-
dents to find meaningful 
gifts that will bring joy to 
loved ones and will also 
continue to give to those 
less fortunate, long after 
the Christmas season.

“Most of us consume too 
much,” said Jeanne Smith, 
a retired McPherson Col-
lege professor. “We have 
more ‘things’ in our 
homes than we’ll ever use 
up in our lifetimes, mak-

ing this type of market a 
wonderful way to give to 
our loved ones and help 
the world, too.”

The Alternative Christ-
mas Market gives donors 
the opportunity to give un-
conventional gifts in place 
of ordinary gifts to friends 
and loved ones.

“The Alternative Christ-
mas Market has consistent-
ly raised more income for 
individuals and families in 
need around the world than 
the year before,” said Tom 
Hurst, director of campus 
ministries. “Giving people 
of means, which is what 
all of us here at McPher-
son College are, a way to 
stop giving more ‘stuff’ 
to family and friends and 
give gifts that will impact 
an impoverished fam-
ily somewhere around the 
world is in itself a gift.”  

Hurst believes giving a 
gift from the market en-
riches the soul.

“Those of us with money 
to spend are very fortunate 
to have the opportunity to 

give to those in need,” 
Hurst said. “In fact, I’d 
say that these type of gifts 
are soul-saving gifts.”

Booths this year will 
include Ethiopia Reads, 
Trees for Life-Books for 
Life, The Foods Resource 
Bank, The Greater Gift 
Shop, New Community 
Project and more. All to-
gether 14 booths will be 
set up.

“We were pleased with 
the turnout last year,” 
Smith said. “We hope to 
draw more students this 
year, as it is a very enlight-
ening event and a nice way 
to start your Christmas 
shopping. With the reces-
sion, one never knows, but 
Christmas is coming, and 
it’s a time of sharing and 
caring, which is some-
thing McPherson people 
do well.”

The McPherson Church 
of the Brethren will spon-
sor the Alternative Christ-
mas Market in Mingen-
back Theatre from 9 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. on Nov. 22.

Phi Alpha Theta inducts new members

‘‘It’s about 
building relation-
ships with alum-
ni.’’– Kathy Nicholson

Money to go toward annual scholarshipship fund

Market offers non-traditional gifts,
provides for needy internationally


