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St, Valentines Day Originally
Had Far Different Meaning

By Linda Kurtz
sweethearts around the world
would never dream: that their
special holiday, St. Valentine’s
pay, had anything te do with
wolves. But it has.

Long before the days of the
great Roman Empire, wolves
were animals to be greatly fear-
ed. Roaming the countryside,
they proyed on flocks of sheep
and even menaced farmers and
their families. The wolf was a
constant enemy,

According to traditional re-
ligious beliefs, certainn Roman
gods protected citizens from
every imaginable enemy. Lu-
perus, the Wolf Killer, received
countless petitions for security
from the vicious attacks of the
wolves.

The Festival of Lupercalia,
beld annually om February 14,
was colebrated to thank Luperus
for his triumphs over the wolv-
¢, On this day of great re-
joicing, farmers sacrificed a
dog and a goat to the Wolf
Killer,

Because  the  superstitious
farmers believed that birds
began to mate on this day, the
holiday of Lupercalia soon be-
came the time of choosm" sweet-
hearts,

When  the Catholic Church
rose {o prominence in Italy,
church fathers retained many
of the Roman holidays. How-
ever, the pagan celebration of
Lupercalin became known as
St. Valentine’s Day, honoring a
Christian martyr of the third
cenlury A. D,

With its new name, the ancient
holiday took root in other Euro-
pean countries, ~especially in
«England, So popular did the

According to an ancient belief, Charleen Lewis, junior
from Denver, is aboul to bring certain luck to hersell and

Raiph Barr,
with a loving Valentine kiss.

notion of choosing sweethearts
become, that many British au-
thors paid tribute to St. Valen-
tine.

Sir Walter Scott wrole a novel
called “St. Valentine’s Day."”
Ophelia, of Shakespeare's “Ham.
let” spoke of the holiday wist-
fully.

The custom of sending ready-
made cards, which still persists
today, originated in the 10th
century. Endearing - sentiments
expressed in verse were in-
scribed on lavishly decorated
cards with red hearts, blue rib-
bons, and lace.

According to Joseph Gaer,
auther of “Holidays Around fhe
World,” many quaint and wond-
erful beliefs have grown up
around St. Valentine's Day.

Debate Tournament And
Speech Contest Held Sat.

This past weekend McPherson
llege sponsored its annpial de-
tournament, and this year
-'A_n added attraction, the Kansas
State Peace Contest was held
in conjunction with it.

Thirty six teams from sev-
enteen schools entered the five
round tournament, which lasted
from ecarly Saturday morning
1o late aifernoon.

In the first three rounds teams
Were matched at random. Fol-
lowing lunch. the last two rounds
Were power matched, that is,
Winners against winners and los-
¢S against losers.,

Al the end of the fifth and
final roung Bethel College, New-
lon, emerged the only undefeat-
¢l tcam and was thus revered
the winner. Hutchinson Junior
College and Wichita State Uni-
Versity having four and one rec-
ods cmerged as second and

thire place winners rupcchve-'

I¥ on merit of total speaker
Points,

In ‘the peace contest there
Were three divisions, extempore,
“omen's oratorical, and men’s
A.nn'ma]

In the extempore division

speakers choose a topic and
were given an hour<o construct
and give a speech relating that
topic to the subject of prace.

Norman Schnegelber of St
John's College, Winfield, won
first place speaking on the topic
of the student foreign exchange
programs as a tool for peace.

In the oratorical contests Mir-
jam Faerber of St. John's won
first place in the women’s di-
\Nnn with her speech on the
peace COrps. Marjorie Keck of
McPherson with her speech en-
{itled, “Ils a Woman's World,"”
was second.

-In the men's division Ed My-
ers of McPherson won first place
with his speech entitled, “From
Strength in Lwnnm) to htrcn;.th
in Disarmament.”

Tapes and manuscripls ol‘ the
first plucc/ulnncrs mll he sent
to the national pcncc contest
for judging. .

Dr. Wayne Miller head of the
McPherson -Speech Department
and coordinator for the day's
events related that over one
hundred McPherson- students,
serving as time keepers and in
various other posts, were in=
volved in making the day suc-
cessful.

sophomore from McPherson by-waking him

One of the most popular, writ-
ten centuries ago, is this:

If a boy is in love with a girl,

Or a girl is in love with a boy,

And he should find her

Or she should find him

Asleep on St. Valentine’s Day,

Should he wake fer, or she
wake him, with a kiss—

That is certain to bring good
luck!

Convocations Calendar
Tuesday, Feb, 16 — Film
Seminar-discussion groups.
Friday, Feb. 19 — Speaker-
Kenneth  Kitchen, President,
AFL-CIO of Kansas,

Coming ...

Friday Feb. 12— Informal
meeting of the German Club
at the home of Dr. Gilford ken-
berry, 8 p.m. Everyone invited.

Saturday, Feb. 13, Movie,
Brown Auditorium, 7:30 p.m.
Basketball, McPherson at Em-
poria.

Tuesday, Feb. 16, Basketball,
Bethany at McPherson. B game
at 6:30, Varsity game after-
wards.

Friday, Feb. 19, Basketball,
McPherson at Friends. Facul.
ty recital, 8 p.m. in Brown
Auditorium,

Church Events

Morning Worship
(10:05 a.m.)
February 14: “What Is a Prot-
estant?"-Pastor Bomberger
Feburary 21: “What Is a Bre-
threa?"-Pastor Bomberger
Feburary 28: C. LeRoy Doty,
guest - minister - Beginning of
Christian Life Emphasis

Evening Worship
(7:30 p.m.)

February 14: “Recent Devel-
opments in  Kansas’  Civil
Rights"-Tom Ebendorf

February 21: Presentation of
youth speeches, 1965 Brethren
Youth Speech Contest, “Faith
in a Changing Creation,”

McPherson Will Host
Brethren Youth, Feb. 26-28

Reverend LéRoy Doty, Long
Beach, Calif., will be the main
speaker at a special youth rally
to be held February 26-28 on the
Mag College Campus. The rally
is for Brethren youth from the
states of Colorado, Kansas, Ok-
lahoma, Texas, and Louisiana.
The rally will serve as a sub-
stitute for the Regional \'o.uxh
Conference held in former years.

The rally will be highlighted
by a Speechi Contest on Satur-

Technical problems . have
problems”
Planet.”
Pa.

man, Saxonburg,

and Ellen Sell,

day morning and a banquet in
the Student Union Saturday eve-
ning. Other activities will include
talks by Reverend Doty, a tour,
and a film in Brown Auditor-
jum entitled “Pollyanna.”

The Kansas youth will act as
host for this conference. A sim-
ilar conference to be held at a
later date will be hosted by the
state of Towa and will be for
the states surrounding Iowa.

been compﬂenled by “other
in this comilcal scene from “Visit to a Small
Characters, standing left to right are: Arthur
Ulbricht, freshman, Wantagh, N.X.; Gerald de Sellem, fresh-

senior, Conway.

Charlie Dadisman, senior from Neveda, Iowa and Linda
Kurlz, sophomore from Billings Mont. are shown on the

divan.

Trombone Quartet members are: Mike Fox, freshman,
Garfield; Merlin Grady, senlor, Waterloo, Jowa; Larry Kitzel,
senior, Omaha, Neb.; and Tim Matthael, sophomore, Wichita.
All four will leave Sunday, Feb., 14 for a deputation tour
which will include a week of traveling through Kansas,
Oklahoma and Texas.

Foods Comm. Announces

Dress-up Every Week

An announcement was made
by the Foods Committee in Con-
vocations, Friday, Feb 5, stating
that all McPherson College stu-
dents would be required to dress
up for evening meals each Wed-
nesday night.

The decision {o have the dress-
up night each weck was made
in a Foods Commiltec meeting
held earlier last week,

Members of the Foods Com-
mittee are: Larry Bowman, sen-
jor, Quinter; Larry Bierwirth,
junior, Bartonville, Iil.; John
Long, junior, Quinter; and Mar-
tha Mohler, junior, Warrens-
burg, Mo.

The faculty representative is
Mary Ann Robinson, Dean of
Women.

After the decision had beén
made by the . commlitee, Ross
Woodard, Slater Food Service
manager, took a student opin-
jon poll in the Thursday night
supper line. :

He stated that if over 75 per
cent of the students were op-
posed to a dress up night he
might consider it feasible
According to Mr. Woodard's re-
port, the poll showed ‘the student
body divided on the subject

*“‘about 50-50."

Reaction to the dress up an-
nouncement was divided. Stu-
dents discussed the pros and
cons of the plan openly, and an
informal meeting was held in
Fahnestock hall to discuss the
malter,

Student Council members in-
dicated that the matter would
be discussed in Student Council,
and that some action might be °
taken by the council on the .
move made by the Foods Com-
mittee,

Jones Will
Give Recital

Professor Robert Jones,- as-
sistant professor in music, will
perform on clarinet at a Faculty
Recital, which will be held Feb.
19, at B:00 p.m. in Brown Audi-
torium,

Professor  Jones' reportoire
wll include three major works.
“Sonata M in B-flat” by Wan-
hal, “Sonata for Clarinet” by
Hindemith, and ‘*‘Sonata M
Finonor' by Brahms.

Play Involves
Difficult Set

Gore Vidal's farcical’comedy,
“'Visit to a Small Planef,"” offers
a host of production problems

in itsell. To complicate the

presentation further, the show
will be staged in the round.

B of the i
imposed by space, an arcna
theater setting must be simply
arranged. There is room in the
arcna only for those things

" which will suggest a selting

but at the same time colncide
with the action,

Great care must be exercised

‘in the arrangement of proper-

ties and furnishings, so that
one of the four audiences is not
blocked by a portion of the set.

Much emphasis in the arena,
however, is pllced on natural.
jsm. The elose proximity of the

SPRIPL]

Although special effects are
impractical, they are not im-
possible to produce successfully
in the arena. Certain trick de-
vices can be easily concealed —
thin wires, for example — but
others, like the trap door, have

no place in the arena.

As opposed to procenium stag-
ing, the arena theater, due to
its placement within the’ audi-
ence, imposes a double load of
responsibility on both actor and
director.

The director must make cer-
tain that a character’s face is
seen jntermittantly by all four
audiences. He must stress the
idea of natural, uninhibited
movements,

The actor, on the other hand,
works on a realistic and con-
vincing por(raylﬂ of his part.

Theater in the round lmits
the size of the audience. Arena

P an
type of theater, from which a
small audience derives a great
deal of enjoyment, Seating ca-
pacity for “Visit fo a Small
Planet” will be approximately
160 people for each of the four
performances.

Laboratory Theater, also pre-
sented ' in’ - the round, opened
Tuesday, February 9, with cut-
tings from Tennessee Wiliiams'
“The Glass Menagerie,” direc-
ted by Carolyn Lehman, senior, °
Lincoln, Neb. !












