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College lends hand
to families hit by Katrina

AMANDA KEITH
Editor-in-Chief

When seniors Todd Davis,
Louis Schneider and Alan
Childress left their homes this
summer to return to McPher-
son College for school, none of
them could have predicted the
full effects that Hurricane Ka-
trina has had on their homes in
the past few weeks. The three
friends, all of whom live near-
by New Orleans, La., have suf-
fered many losses but have also
learned many lessons in the af-
termath of the hurricane.

Being at school and seeing
the news reports on television
and on the internet has been
difficult. Communication has
been hard al around with land
phone lines down and incoming
cell phone calls being rejected.
Childress was relieved when he
got a call from his mother, who
told him that they were al safe,
and that they were staying with
some family.

Schneider heard from his par-
ents by cell phone aswell.

“The first time | talked to my
mom she was upset, obviously.
All she had left was the shorts
and shirt that she had on,” Sch-
neider said.

Davis’ parents left their home
with only $200 cash on them,
not knowing how long they
would be gone. They are stay-
ing in Georgia and have plans
to visit McPherson, but not to
stay. None of the families know
what to expect when they are
ableto return to their homes.

“All our material stuff isprob-
ably gone, but my parents got
out safe, which is really the
most important thing,” Chil-
dress said.

The college began the process
of responding to the hurricane
by first discerning the needs
of the three students’ families.
Donation boxes have been set
up around campus, faculty and
staff have provided furniture

“Fall Frenzy”

of Activities

Junior Nick McKellip participates in a hula hoop competi-
tion during the luau this past week. SAB planned the luau
along with many other activities for students to take part

in.
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Junior Adam Prince, and seniors Eric Vrtiska and Tim Cox en-
joy some hamburgers in the midst of conversation while at the
pool party. The party was in conjunction with orientation week-
end and was one of many events hosted during Fall Frenzy.
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and essentials and the football
team is hosting a food drive at
Wal-Mart this Sunday.

“It's pretty clear that the
big issue is money. They (the
families) just know that in the
next weeks, it’s realy going
to be about resources to buy
clothes, to relocate people,”
said LaMonte Rothrock, dean
of students.

Schneider’s parents, Louis Sr.
and Linda, arrived in McPher-
son on Tuesday night and have
moved into the college’s rental
property at 1609 E. Kansas.
Faculty and staff have been
cleaning the house to make it
ready for the Schneiders.

“They (the Schneiders) were
just in tears. They could not
believe that anyone would do
anything like this for them,”
Rothrock said of the family
when they moved into the fully
furnished house with a kitchen
full of food that had been col-
lected for them.

Students discuss
the issues from
appropriate usage
of wordsto the
reality of dangerous
games
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Personal counselor Kelli Johnson helps clean up the property for the family of one of McPherson College’s
students. The family lost their home and possessions when Hurricane Katrina hit the New Orleans area.

Schneider’s younger broth-
er, Will, has also moved to
McPherson and will be attend-
ing classes this semester. Will
attended Loyola University in
New Orleans, but the school
has decided to close for fall se-
mester.

Childress’ parents have both

lost their places of work. They
are planning to stay in the house
with the Schneiders for about
two weeks as they ook for new
jobs, though they may decideto
relocate to McPherson.

“The college has been just
great. It makes me happy |
came to this school,” Childress

Ministry team encour ages
student involvement

Anvanpa KEITH
Editor-in-Chief

If campus ministry could be
described with one word, team-
work would beit. Not only does
campus pastor Shawn Flory Re-
plogle collaborate with Tracy
Stoddart, service opportunity
coordinator and Kelli Johnson,
personal counselor, to provide
students with opportunities to
foster their spiritua lives, he
also encourages students to get
involved in any way they can.

Replogle, Stoddart and John-
son are starting the year by
organizing a committee of stu-
dentsto help steer campus min-
istry. Tentatively named BURP
(Board of United Religious
Programs), the group would co-
ordinate campus-wide religious
activities, possibly including
in-depth chapel services and
activities for the International
Day of Peace on September

21. Replogle hopes to find six
students who would represent a
wide span of backgrounds and
ideas in order to address the
needs of students of al faiths.

“We’re trying to find some-
thing that would give voice to
the diversity of Christian be-
liefs around the campus, but in
some sort of unified way,” Re-
plogle said.

Stoddart encourages students
to get interested in volunteering
and is already planning a few
service projects. Al Dutrow, as-
sociate professor of agriculture,
is coordinating a trip to Heifer
International’s Global Village
for Fal Break. Stoddart has
been exploring possihilities for
a Spring Break service trip to
help the clean-up of Hurricane
Katrina.

Johnson provides free and
confidential counseling to all
students on a variety of top-

ics, but emphasizes that it is
important that spirituality “be
included in the whole picture of
well-being.”

Although there are plenty
of on-campus opportunities
for spiritua life, the team also
works on connecting students
to community congregations as
well.

“1 don’t have any illusionsthat
they (students) are going to find
all their spiritual needs met on
campus, or that they should,”
Replogle said.

The team members do their
best to coordinate a wide vari-
ety of spiritual opportunities,
but acknowledge that there may
be more that they can do.

“If there are needs that aren’t
being met, students can ap-
proach any of us and we will
put whatever effort we can into
meeting those needs,” Stoddart
said.

said.

Anyone can donate money tc
the relief fund that has been set
up on campus. The money will
first be used to meet the needs
of the three families. Extre
funds will be donated to the
Red Cross or Church World
Service.

Ways to Get
Involved With
Campus Ministry

**Join BURP
** Fellowship of
Christian Students:
Sundays, 9 p.m.

* Peacefully, Simply,
Together

** Peace Awareness
Club

* Contribute to
Wednesday chapel

** Church of the
Brethren activities

Former Mac employeeto perform organ recital

Kiveeriy MorRis

Spectator Staff

A former employee of
McPherson College is return-
ing to perform an organ recital
for the McPherson Arts and
Lecture Series. Marilyn Sexton
Mason will be performing in
Brown Auditorium on Sunday,
Sept. 11 at 3 p.m. Admission is
free to McPherson College stu-
dents.

“It was an honor to be asked
to come back to McPherson
College to present a recital,”
Mason said.

Mason will arrive this eve-
ning and will spend Saturday
rehearsing for her performance.
Therecital will includeworksby
Johann Sebastian Bach, Johann

Pachelbel, César-
Auguste  Franck,
Louis Vierne and
John L eavitt.

While at McPher-
son, Mason worked
in the Admissions
and Financial Aid
offices. She also di-
rected music at the
McPherson Church
of the Brethren.

“McPherson s
very special to me
since | met my hus-
band Steve while
working there,”
Mason said.

According to Ste-
ven Gustafson, pro-
fessor of music, the McPherson

Arts and Lecture Series Com-
mittee was looking for some-
one who would connect with

the McPherson community.

“[Mr. and Mrs. Mason] have
been long time supporters of
McPherson College,” Gus
tafson said.

Mason lives in North Man-
chester, Ind., with her husband.
Sheis the organist at Manches-
ter College. She also teaches
private harpsichord and organ
lessons at the college and is the
choral and theatre director at
thejunior/ senior high school ir
Manchester.

Mason’s recital is the first
of this year’s McPherson Arts
and Lecture Series. Upcoming
series events include Kansas
Brass and guitarist Brett Boyer.
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Keep an open mouth

But make sure it’s knowledgable

GuUEST COLUMNIST

Eric Sader

Because I’'m a freshman, | was a bit
nervous about writing the Spectator’s
first featured editorial of the year.
“What would | write about? Who
should I appeal to?” However, the
question that lingered most in my mind
was, “What would people think?” 1
even considered writing under a pen
name in order to deflect criticism that
I may receive from my peers. Although
I quickly dispelled this idea for a vari-
ety of reasons, the sheer fact that | even
considered adopting an alias gave way
to a major problem in today’s society.
Namely, mankind possesses a tendency
to ignore and/or rebuke those opinions
of his fellow man. It is my contention
that: 1) We are all guilty of this nega-
tive practice, 2) The only truly bad
opinions are those that are uninformed,
and 3) Wisdom through aging should
actually encourage tolerance to alterna-
tive ideas.

First off, 1 am not going to simply
lecture others and pretend that | always
keep an open mind. There are times
when | have flatly put another indi-
vidual down for raising an idea that to
me is absurd. However, | would like
to think that for the most part | am a
tolerant and flexible person. If a politi-
cal label were necessary, | would clas-
sify myself as a slightly conservative
individual. That does not mean that
I have not deliberated the works of

Michael Moore and Bill Clinton. Know
ing both sides of an issue is the most
valuable part of understanding it.
The world is having trouble coming to
terms with this, however. For instance,

lllustration by Alisha Gridley

The Blog Herald is concerned that
many Americans are becoming afraid
to speak their minds.

This is a problem that should worry
us all.

Secondly, one of my major pet peeves
is for an individual to claim undoubted-
ly a clear position on a matter of which
he justly knows nothing about. I would
rather have someone argue directly
against me with clear and valid points
than to agree with me but possess abso-
lutely no applicable supportive reason-
ing. As Paul Tillich emphasized, blind
belief should never replace tested faith.
I encourage everyone to speak their
minds as long as they have both sup-
porting rationale and a willingness to
hear the other party out.

Finally, I have personally witnessed
that the unfortunate stereotype that
the older one gets, the more intolerant
one becomes, holds absolutely true in
most cases. Man acquires knowledge
and supposed “wisdom” throughout
his years and therefore feels that he
now is the authority on all matters.
However, Socrates rightfully defined
wisdom when he informed Athens that
“the wisest of you men is he who has
realized...that in respect of wisdom he
is really worthless.” As one question is
answered, many more are revealed, and
one must take account of this in order
to truly grow. Questioning and doubt do
not inhibit but instead spur the learning
processes of life.

Take note that our world is one of im-
mense biases to which none of us are
impervious to. Nevertheless, these bi-
ases should not prevent one from keep-
ing an open-mind. Speak your opinions,
but do so with knowledge and courtesy.
No one is perfect, so don’t pretend to
be. Through true cooperation and mu-
tual aid, wisdom is a gift that can be
bestowed upon us all.

McPherson College responds well

to hurricane
Katrina

STAFE EDITORIAL

When news of the devastation of Hurricane
Katrina started coming in, one of the first ques-
tions that arose from every other part of Amer-
ica was, “What can we do?” And certainly, any
student following the news is asking the same

question on an individual basis.

When devastation happens on such a large
scale, the amount of help available can be over-
whelming. Only through careful management
and organization can the offerings be used to

their fullest potential.

In times such as this, every large organization
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should feel compelled to do what it can in such a time of need. McPherson College has admirably risen to

the occasion. The administration did not unwisely jump into setting up donation centers on campus -- an act better handled

by organizations such as Red Cross, which is already set-up to take such donations. Instead, they brainstormed avenues in

which McPherson College could uniquely contribute.
Our first responsibility is to the students. The college has offered housing and food to families of McPherson College

students who were directly affected. Faculty and staff members, as well as students, have responded by providing furniture

and other necessities to make the families feel at home. Much has been done to assure the safety and comfort of those clos-

est to us.

The McPherson College mission includes scholarship, participation and service. The college has prepared itself to accept
students who can no longer continue their education because of the hurricane, and service trips to the area are already being
considered. Of course, we must be aware that we may not be able to send students anytime soon.

As for the participation part, that is up to all of us. We should be proud of McPherson College for wisely and efficiently
deciding its share in assisting those in need.

n Coll

moment...

On the fly

How do you feel about people using
the words “retarded” or “gay” in
everyday conversation?

“l don’t think its appropri-
ate, because if you say it in the
wrong place, it may hurt some-
one’s feelings or make them
angry.”

-- Nikki Clark, fr.

“I’ve never really thought
about it, but I think it’s evi-
dence of showing yourself as
not very polished. I’'m not
sure it’s derogatory to a certain
group of people.”

-- Tim Stanghor, soph.

“ Acutally, saying something
is ‘gay’ is a huge pet peeve of
mine. | mean, honestly, how
can an inanimate object be ho-
mosexual?”

-- Beth Krehbiel, sr.

“If | had a relative that was
mentally retarded, | might
take it personally, but as it is
I don’t really mind.”

-- Jamie Rodriguez, jr.

“ 1 think that in the con-
text that they’re saying it, it
doesn’t really bother me.”

-- Eric Frees, soph.

Fast food?

a review

It’s easy enough to imag-
ine that college students
should desire a midnight
snack on occasion, no?
We burn all that energy
studying (and, let’s face
- it, postponing studying),

and many of us find our-
Ann Masterson selves rl}/nning through
town in a mad hunt for cheap, quick food. Certainly it
can’t be that hard to find one store, of all the fast food
franchises represented in this town, which is open at 10:30
p.m., right? Wrong.

Despite signs proclaiming “Spice up the night! Now
open late!” and “Drive-thru open 24 hours,” two of the
most commonly frequented fast-food chains close before
the average college student’s late-night craving.

Taco Bell closes at 10 p.m. on weeknights, 11 p.m. on
weekends. Perhaps this is later than they used to be open,
but it doesn’t qualify as “late night” to night owls such as
myself. My roommate and | frequently find our stomachs
growling between 11 p.m. and 2 a.m...and no, we aren’t
always up that late, but it is a fair example of the hours
which we desire the fast food franchises to be open. Even
midnight would be more acceptable than the current hours
available for chow-time.

McDonalds, however, is a mystery to me. | was under
the impression that every McDonalds drive-thru was open
until at least 1 a.m., most of them open 24 hours, except
for that 45 minute period around 4 a.m. when they switch
from dinner to breakfast. However, much to our dismay,
when my roommate, some friends of ours and | made a
10:30 p.m. run for food last night, the drive-thru, though
lit, was unresponsive to our pleas. We even drove up to the
first window, looking into the well-lit restaurant, observing
at least five workers, none of whom were paying us any
attention. Desperate for food, we decided to drive to Wal-
Mart to buy a microwavable dinner and then noticed that
Subway, of all places, was still open.

Subway has never claimed to be a night-owl hangout,
and doesn’t really qualify as American fast food, as it lacks
grease. | personally prefer Subway to all the others, but
was under the impression that fast food chains profess-
ing to be open late would actually be open later than a
place like Subway. We all piled out of the car and stuck
our heads inside, half expecting them to tell us that they’d
just forgotten to turn off the signs. It was, at this point,
nearly 11 p.m. Instead, we were all able to order a meal,
not even dealing with the inevitable bitterness of restaurant
workers who have been interrupted in the middle of clos-
ing. The employees were pleasant; in fact they were much
more willing to serve us than Taco Bell employees a few
weeks earlier, approached nearly 45 minutes before they
were due to close.

| feel that the fast food industry should pay special atten-
tion to their serving hours in a college town. | understand
that this is far from being a Manhattan-or-Lawrence-sized
college town and that our college is rather a small one.
However, there are two colleges in McPherson, as well as
a decent number of high school students, most of whom,
in my experience, desire to be able to eat after 10:00 p.m.
Staying up late, whether hanging out with friends or doing
some last minute studying, as most of us inevitably do, of-
ten requires extra sustenance. At the very least, said indus-
tries should stay open until they are actually supposed to
close. So, “kudos” to Subway and its workers for operating
in an unexpected manner and for actually being open.

]
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Home Star Runner and Loafy
a review

Now, we all
% know that be-
tween classes,
homework and
the occasional

~

oddity of the other characters. 1 would highly
recommend clicking on the link for “first-time
viewers.” It will introduce you to these two front
men and give you a general idea of the insanity
to come. The site is most notable for its Strong
Bad e-mail, from which Strong Bad replies to his

Heather Emery

ing to be various points of down time when we
simply don’t want to do anything other than just
chill. And I’m talking about mindless chilling,
not the type of lounging around where you actu-
ally have to think about something like reading a
chapter or two out of Flaubert’s “Madame Bova-

ry.” This type of lounging

part-time job,
there are go-

fan e-mails. He rants off suggestions and thinks
of clever ways to insult the most common of
names and devoted of fans. Overall, the website
promotes a general feeling of happiness and glee
that will leave one giggling for days to come.
For those of you with a more sarcastic, twisted
humor, I would highly recommend www.illwill-
press.com. Creator Jon lan Mathers brilliantly

pieces together the stupidity

consists of you zoning out in
front of the TV or, more often,
surfing on the net. This brings
up a question: where to surf?
There’s always watching the
latest music video on MTV,

but that can become rather

of fashion trends, the obses-
sion with physical beauty and
the overall absurdity associ-
ated with the daily matters of
life. This isn’t recommended
for those faint of heart and

sensitive to language, because

hum-drum. You find an innate
need for something humorous
that mocks the stupidity of the
human race. For those of you
who haven’t discovered the

brilliance of Home Star Runner and Foamy, al-
low me to introduce you to them.

The Brothers Chaps, Mike and Matt have cre-
ated a website that has a number of various char-
acters with their own quirks. Home Star Runner,
whom the site is named after, acts as the co-star
to the site www.homestarrunner.com. Home Star
is a marshmallow-looking figure with no arms
and a slight lisp that never ceases to amaze. His
co-star, Strong Bad, is a cross between a bobble
head doll and a figurine of a WWF wrestler. His
“purpose” on the site is to mock every quirk and

Home Star Runner and Foamy entertain
viewers daily at www.homestarrunner.
com and www.illwillpress.com, respec-
tively.

one second he talks about how
much he likes bagels with
cream cheese and the next
he spouts off cuss words and
rants about anything and ev-

erything. Germaine, a character on the site, falls

into the category of cliché, gothic poet complain-

ing about the miseries of life while still worried
about her weight, as seen in “The Jiggly Butt”
episode. She and the main character, Foamy, cre-
ate a view of reality that most can relate to, pro-
vided they have a dark side.

So the next time you’re bored out of your
mind and have no desire whatsoever to do your
homework, check out www.homestarrunner.com
or www.illwillpress.com. After all, we all need
something, if not someone, to laugh about.

Graphics courtesy of www.homestarrunner.com and www.lwillpress.com.

The pass out “game” is not
fun; 1t’s downright deadly

CONVERSATIONS WITH

MysELE

Jessica Foulke

The pass out game. “Black-
out,” “funky chicken,” “space
monkey,” “tingling,” “suffo-
cation roulette.” Whatever it’s
called, please don’t do it.

Kimberly Wilson was like a
little sister to one of my dear-
est friends, Lauren. When Lau-
ren called me, choked in tears,
I had no idea what to tell her,
how to comfort her. | sat in
shocked silence as she told me
that Kimber, as we called her,
tied a plastic-coated bicycle
chain around a dresser and tried
to play the pass-out game in or-
der to get a high. Kimber, only
15 years old, had played this
game before, with friends and
alone. This time, however, she
didn’t get high. She was killed.

The pass out “game” is played
all over the country, something
I didn’t know until Kimber
died. In fact, I’d never even
heard of this, much less done it.
As I've talked to friends, how-
ever, I’ve discovered that it’s
done everywhere, mostly with
friends, mostly in secret. It’s

played by good kids, by Boy
Scouts, by Christians, by males
and females. It’s played by the
wealthy and the poor. And Kim-
ber is not the first to die. Kids
are dying everywhere from this,
and many people are oblivious
to the problem, as I was.

There are two parts to the high
that you get playing this game.
First, you become light-headed

It’s dangerous enough playing
it in groups of friends. Brain
damage and other serious inju-
ries can occur when participat-
ing in this activity. It’s particu-
larly deadly, however, when
played alone. If there is no one
there to remove the pressure on
your neck, you will die. It’s as
simple as that.

So if you are playing this

due to reduced
blood flow and
therefore a re-
duced flow of ox-
ygen to the brain.
The second part,
the rush, comes
with the removal
of pressure on
the chest or neck
which releases a
powerful  surge
of blocked blood

‘game,’ limplore
you to stop. It is
not a safe high, it
is not something
that you can do
withoutsuffering
repercussions.
Whether you are
alone or with
other people, it’s
too much of a
risk. If you have
little brothers or

through the brain.

Because
high doesn’t
quire substances,
many kids believe that it’s safe,
you can do it with no real con-
sequences. But think about it.
Think about one of the names
that it’s known by: suffocation
roulette. That title should say it
all. There is nothing good that
can come by stopping the flow
of oxygen to your brain. Noth-
ing. By playing this game you
are gambling with your life.

_ killed
re roullette.”

Hey you?

ANYTHING?
then...

cannot be printed.

Got something o say? S h O. t
but

Cal! ext. 1115
after 6 p.m.

Shout It Out_callers have 30 seconds to speak about a
Spectator editors reserve the right to omit comments.

/g/ topic they wish.

landerous statements

Kimber Wilson was only fif- SISters,

this teen- years old when she was them. Ask them
playing “suffocation

talk to

if they are play-
ing this game, if
they’ve been to parties where
this game is played. Kimber’s
sisters didn’t know that she
was doing this. You might not
either.

Don’t play this game, don’t let
those around you play it. Stay
safe.

Photo courtesy of www.kimberwilson.com.
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Opening Convocation: short and

sweet!
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Student Government Association,
for coming up with a plan to get
themselves out of debt.

The new schedule that prevents half
the school from being able to eat on
Mondays and Convocation Fridays.

The new cafeteria tables and chairs.
They promote bad posture, not to
mention that rumor has it the tables
have already broken once!

“Retarded” and “gay”:

nat important?

GuUEST COLUMNIST

Mason
Adams

Slang terminology is used
everyday by almost 89 per-
cent of American citizens. Of
that 89 percent, 58 percent of
those citizens are teenagers or
young adults between the ages
of 12 and 25 years. More than
likely, if you are reading this
article, you fall into this cat-

about one to two percent of all
people are homosexual. Also,
three to five percent of people
in the United States today have
been diagnosed with at least
one form of mental retardation.
Even though you may not be di-
rectly related to someone who
is homosexual or who has a de-
velopmental disability, chances
are that you have friends or
family that are directly related
to at least one homosexual
or mentally retarded person.
The terms “gay” and *“re-
tarded” are used so loosely
in America today that they
have the potential, and do

egory. “Cool,” “tight,” “clean,” indeed hurt feelings, lower
“sweet,”  “chilling,” “pimp,” self-esteem and even send
“fly,” and some people into
“gravy” are hiding. The big-
a few of the gest reason for
most com- THE TERMS ‘cay’ and this is that most
monly used people do not
slang terms. [[RETARDED’ ARE USED s take into con-
Most of sideration other
these terms LOOSELY IN AMERICA TO{ people’s  back-
are consid- grounds or feel-
ered appro- [PAY THAT THEY HAVE THH ingskbefore tﬂey
priate by speak. They
society, but POTENTIAL, AND DO INDEE[ simply blurt
there  are [yURT FEELINGS...' out phrases like
also terms “that’s so gay” or
-- two that -MasoN Abamq “you’re  retard-
come to ed,” these being
mind right two of the more
now -- that mild ones at that.

can have a negative affect on
society when used too loosely
or in the wrong environment.
These two slang terms are
“gay” and “retarded.”

In the United States today,

Calling someone “gay” or re-
tarded,” although intended as a
joke, can have negative affects
on people. These people might
be the developmentally dis-
abled, homosexual or friends

and family of these people.
These hurtful words can make
someone feel depressed, em-
barrassed, sad, ridiculed and
generally down on themselves
when they are called the words
“gay” or “retarded.” Even hear-
ing them can be harmful.

In our society today, because
of the diversity on the table, it is
imperative that we are held ac-
countable for our own actions.

Speaking appropriately in pub-
lic is one of these actions. Next
time before you just blurt out
something that could be taken
offensively by others, think to
yourself, “Caution: these words
may hurt.”

Potentially harmful or not all t

GUEST COLUMNIST

Jennifer
Terhune

Let me preface this pseudo-
rant by stating that | hate hear-
ing the phrases “that’s gay!”
and “you’re retarded!” as much

of argument is going to make
such phrases go “out of style,”

so it is useless, even about
counterproductive, to E thing

demand a reprimand
for such behavior.
Use of words such

friends call me “gay,” it is most
commonly because I’m excited
some-
trivial,
like the appear-

‘THE REST OF Us DoN'T|ance of a squir-

rel or ketchup

as “gay” and “retard- HAVE TO LIKE IT, BUT|with my maca-

ed” isn’t going away,
politically
rect as the practice
may be. In fact,
it Is not aimed
at hurting any

USED TO IT...”
-JENNIFER TERHUNE| NaPpy:

roni and cheese.

incor- WE SHOULD TRY TO GET| |n these cases,

I am being
excessively
which

in turn makes

viduals, whether neither severely

they are homo-

sexual, mentally disabled
or otherwise. As much as
| personally dislike that
particular practice and at-
tempt to choose my words
carefully, | have learned to
let go of the resentment |
feel toward those who do
not exercise such restraint.
If people choose to demean
themselves through use of
such phrases, that is also
their right as Americans.
The rest of us don’t have
to like it, but we should try
to get used to it, and it will
go away (And if it doesn’t,
we will stop being so nega-

lllustration by Rhonda Hoffert ther affected by It)

as the next person. However,
I would like to point out that
there are better things to do
than argue about trivial issues
such as the use of a phrase not
intended to offend. No amount

The people who most often
tell me “you’re retarded” are
my friends. They know that |
take the word “retarded” at its
most literal meaning, “slowed.”
They know that sometimes |
truly am ‘slowed’. When my

Dangerous stereotypes
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Letters;

mentally chal-
lenged nor homosexual, but |
have learned to live with such
labels.

To anyone who is not yet con-
vinced, | have one last piece of
advice: don’t sweat the small
stuff, because there is bigger
stuff out there. Should we not
focus on more morally repre-
hensible behavior, such as the
expression of racism, bigotry,
age and gender discrimination,
and other biases in our soci-
ety? On a larger scale than that,
would thinking about how to
solve world hunger or cure can-
cer not be a more productive
use of the time we spend think-
ing (and bickering) about such
comparably trivial issues as a
slang term? Now I’m the one
being offensive with the rheto-
ric; you readers have my apolo-
gies. But the point is clear: wor-
ry about what matters, what will
make a difference in someone’s
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The Spectator’s editorial pages provide a public forum for the campus com-

The following policy guides the publication of all letters to the editor:
-- All letters will be handled by the editors.
-- All letters must be signed when they come to the editors, and unless suf-
ficient reason is given, the signature must accompany the letter when it is

' -- Everything will be published within the limits of space, good taste, and the

\ laws of libel. The editors reserve the right to edit letters to make them con

\ form with the stated standards. If changes of any consequence are made, the
! editors will notify the writer.

-- To submit a letter to the editor to the Spectator, drop it in campus mail ad-

dressed to the Spec; give it to one of the editors; or leave it in the envelope on

the bulletin board outside the Spectator office, which is located in Beeghly

The final deadline is Monday before the Fridays on which a paper is pub-




September 9, 2005

FEATURES[PAGE

Students tell their summer tales

Auicia Fox

Spectator Staff

Another summer has come and gone
again. No classes, no homework, no pres-
sure. Let’s take a look at a few MAC stu-
dents who made the most of it.

Jamie Rodriguez, jr., Oklahoma City, in-
terned in Boston, Mass. this summer. She
did studies on Electropration, a process in-
volving DNA and bacteria, and she grew
pathogenic stomach bacteria called Entero-
coccus Faeclis. She didn’t spend all her time
in the lab though.

“l learned how living in a big city is and
about the East Coast. The first two weeks |
was claustrophobic. There was no horizon;
it was compacted. The subways during rush
hour were like sardines in a can,” Rodriguez
said.

Rodriquez enjoyed the shopping in Boston,
a Red Sox game, and whale watching.

“There are great restaurants and free con-
certs in the summer. Cities like Boston offer
more things to do. There is a lot of history
there. During my last week my boss gave
me a farewell party in Little Italy. He told
the serenades to sing a sad song since | was
leaving, so this ninety-year-old looking guy
with makeup sang a sad song for me. It was
really funny,” Rodriguez said.

Katie Hill, jr., Alma, did a very different
kind of internship. She worked in Washing-
ton D.C. for Kansas Representative Dennis
Moore for one-and-a-half months. Hill is a
history major with an emphasis in political
science and is required to do an internship.
Since she wanted to go to D.C., Hill thought
this was a good chance to go. She gave tours
of the Capitol to tourists from Representa-
tive Moore’s district.

“l was not as overwhelmed as | expected.
I got an insider’s prospective of how things
are handled and the steps a bill has to take.
Getting around using public transportation
and not my own car became common quick-
ly,” Hill said.

Mike Schaarschmidt, sr., Northampton,
Pa., an automotive restoration management
major, spent eight months in Europe. He in-
terned at the Mercedes-Benz Classic Center
in Stuttgart, Germany.

“l learned a lot from this internship, and
| have a whole new appreciation for Mer-
cedes-Benz cars. | worked on everything
from early 1900 race cars to the famous 300
sl Gullwing,” Schaarschmidt said.

The Classic Center is a large shop and ga-
rage mainly for the museum, but they also
repair classic Mercedes-Benz cars.

“The best part for me was working with
the guys. They have about ten mechanics,
all with different specialties, and they all
know their stuff. | was there for six months,
and | couldn’t retain all the information that
they were telling me. My least favorite thing
was probably being thrown into a differ-
ent culture; it was only difficult for the first

courtesy photo

Mike Schaarschmidt, sr., Northampton, Pa., takes a break from working on the conservation of this Formula 1 race car to pose for the camera.
Schaarschmidt spent his summer continuing an internship in Stuttgart, Germany at the Mercedes-Benz Classic Center.

month. By the end of the internship, | was
very comfortable there and it was very hard
to leave. | would most certainly do it again,”
Schaarschmidt said.

While Schaarschmidt did his internship, he
travelled around Europe. He visited Germa-
ny, Switzerland, Italy, the Vatican City and
Poland. Transportation was varied; he flew,
took trains, drove the autobahn and walked
across the German-Swiss border.

Alyson Holman, soph., McPherson, had a
different summer experience. She and her
family went on a six-day cruise to the Carib-
bean on a three-mast 80-year-old Barquen-
tine sailing ship called the Mandalay. They
sailed to a different island every day.

“The ship was beautiful, especially the
sails. We went because we all loved “Pirates
of the Caribbean,” and | have always con-
sidered the idea of being on a sailing ship
romantic and adventurous,” Holman said.

Feeding a seagull out of her hand and
jumping into the water from the top deck are
some of Holman’s fondest memories.

“My favorite was definitely sailing. The
passengers were called upon to help raise
the sails because there was intentionally not
enough crew. One of the burly crew mem-
bers would holler, ‘Volunteers!” and we
would race over to the rope they had out on
the deck. Then, to the sound of “Amazing
Grace” being played on the bagpipes over

the speakers, we all raised the sails of that
magnificent ship, then glided through the
mist-shrouded islands to our next destina-
tion. It was actually quite spiritual. Every-
one got quiet and many were teary,” Holman
said.

Alyson got to visit Norman lIsland, the is-
land which inspired Robert Louis Stevenson
to write “Treasure Island.” This island was
the headquarters for Caribbean piracy. Nu-
merous musket balls, flintlocks, gold belt
and shoe buckles and broken rum bottles
could be found there.

“In one of the three caves near the main
bay, the pirate Captain Morgan, a founder of
the Pirates’ Code of the Brethren, hid 16 bar-
rels of treasure. Only four have been found.
We visited that cave on a snorkeling trip.
However, as if the water had been cursed to
protect the treasure, the waves were filled
with thousands of jellyfish that actually
stung us. | thought it was very exciting and
mysterious,” Holman said.

The only unpleasant aspect of the trip for
Holman was the drinking and foul language
of some of the passengers.

“A funny story, the one | can think of at
the moment, was when we were jumping
off the top deck into the water while at an-
chor,” Holman said. “Shortly after | jumped
off a thirty-foot jump, Captain Steffon dove
off. He came up grinning and spitting out a

mouthful of water, and then said, ‘It’s salty!”
He was one of the few who dared to dive off
of the ship.”

“l would definitely go again,” Holman said.
“It was the adventure of a lifetime.”

Laura Engquist, jr., McPherson, could have
been found in Aruba playing on a U.S.A. in-
ternational soccer team.

Approximately 15 girls came together to
compete with other teams. The team played
and won five games to become the champi-
ons of the tournament.

“The best part about the trip for me was
probably seeing the different personalities of
the girls come together and be undefeated,”
Engquist said.

When Engquist wasn’t playing soccer, she
was out on the town, getting to know the
girls, dancing, lounging on the beach and
playing sand volleyball with her teammates.

Another highlight for Engquist was being
asked to join several of the same girls in
Australia next summer. She is already plan-
ning on making the
trip.

Although Engquist
has already begun
planning her next
summer’s activites,
most of us will take
all year devising our
own adventures.

The
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A THOUGHTFULLY DEVISED ARRAY OF QUESTIONS FOR OUR FRESH, BRAND NEW LECTURER
OF ECONOMICS AND TENNIS AND WOMENS' BASKETBALL COACH: J. D. GRAVINA

Touan LicHTY

Spectator Staff

J.D. Gravina, economic lecturer and coach, proves his capablitiles to his new students and athletes.

photo by Tolan Lichty

Coke or Pepsi?

Why did you choose McPherson College?

Could you give us a typical day in the life of J.D. Gravina?

I spend a lot of time planning and organizing future practices,
training sessions and preparing upcoming lesson plans for my

Pepsi.

“Friends” or “Seinfeld?”

“Seinfeld.”

McPherson is a great school and the ath-
letic department seems to be improving
steadily. The school has enough resources to
continue to make significant improvements
in the near future, and the community and
campus are both very special as well.

class. | also spend a lot of time recruiting, usually by phone or
through mail. Twice a week, we have four one hour-long train-
ing sessions for four groups of athletes to try and strengthen the
players’ individual skills. After training | teach my money and
banking class.

How many years have you been coaching?

| coached for two years at William Jewel, and | also

What is your current marital status?

I am single.

coached at Missouri City and Putnam County (High
Schools) as well as UMKC. | have coached a total of
five years now.

Mustang or Hummer?

Hummer.

What is your favorite
fast food place?

Subway.
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From Bagpipes
to Beanies

® Tracing the history of McPherson’s Orientation Tradition

Lara LICHTY

Features Editor

The year is 1943, and
school has just begun. You are a
freshman. The alarm sounds,
and you have 30 minutes until
biology. You put on some clean
clothes, grab your green beanie
and start walking to breakfast.

Then you see the massive
group of upperclassmen ahead
of you. Your stomach turns,
and you question whether you
should turn around and go back
to the dorm or not. Then, Dick
Roberts, captain of the football
team, turns around. You are
spotted, and there is no turning
back.

Dick hollers out, and the rest
of the guys line up and remove
their belts. You grab your books
tightly and hope your legs will
carry you quickly through the
line so your body will be spared

from too many swats.

Now it is 2005. One minor
march with the bagpipes, and
the freshmen have already
integrated into the campus.

Has the decrease in orienta-
tion traditions been a loss on
campus, or are we moving in the
right direction?

The situation above, although
fictional characters were used,
is based on real McPher-
son  College life in the 1940s.
Freshmen were required to
wear green beanies everywhere
they went for a minimum of six
weeks. When they approached
upperclassmen they had to do
whatever was asked of them.
Some sang the school song,
while others polished shoes or
carried books.

Doris Tyler, McPherson Col-
lege student of the 1950s,
remembers upperclassmen put-
ting oil in her hair and mak-

ing her learn the college song
within the first few weeks of
school.

The beanies turned maroon
after the soldiers returned to
campus and students were not
using such cruel tactics to ini-
tiate freshmen. Instead, when
approached by upperclassmen,
freshmen were to put their
index finger on the button on
top of their beanies, spin in a
circle and recite a phrase.

Freshmen still had to stand up
on chairs and sing the school
song.

“We had to wear the beanies
until the first touchdown of the
year,” said Al Dutrow, freshman
of the late 1960s.

Other traditions from the 40s,
50s and 60s include cookouts,
freshmen groups and tug-of-war
competitions between the fresh-
men and sophomore classes.

Classes in the 50s had to wear

photo by Brian Lundberg

Above: Bag-
pipes lead
the freshmen
trhough cam-
pus on their
orientation
march.

Left: At the
request of up-
perclassmen,
freshmen of
1959 do a
dance in their
beanies for
their orienta-
tion.

the beanies until the tug-of-war
competition. If they lost the
competition they had to wear
them for another week.

Many alumni have fond
memories of the tug-of-war
competitions.

According to Dave O’Dell,
freshman of 1968, his class
out-smarted the sophomore
class. The sophomores tradi-
tionally tied the rope to a car and
gathered around the competition
S0 no one could see the car was
slowly backing up to help out
the sophomore class.

A classmate of O’Dell saw
what was going on, slowly
slipped behind everyone and
untied the rope from the car,
allowing the freshmen to win
the competition and surprise all
the sophomores.

Kent Noffsinger also recalls
a unique tug-of-war competi-
tion in the 60s. He remembers

his sophomore year when the
freshmen class actually started
to pull the car into the water and
people had to scramble around
to untie the car.

As time progressed,
orientation traditions began
to wind down. Hazing was
starting to be recognized as a
dangerous and degrading prac-
tice. The beanies left McPher-
son College.

Although they were of a lesser
extreme, a few traditions contin-
ued into the 70s.

Bruce Clary, freshman of
1973, remembers participating
in a “snake dance” with all the
other freshmen. This was an old
tradition in which everyone held
hands and walked down Euclid
together weaving back and forth
across the street.

In the same time period,
alumni recall having barbeques,
wiener roasts, watermelon feeds,

courtesy photo

and small group meetings.

“Faculty Follies” was also
another popular event of the
time. This was the one event
where faculty did little skits or
talents so that students could see
that they were normal people as
well.

As the college progressed into
the 80s and 90s more formal
approaches were used in orien-
tation.

What we now call seminar
groups were formed. In fact,
Shane Kirchner, freshman of
1988, remembers using a book
entitled “How to Become a Mas-
ter Student,” which should
sound familiar to some of us as
students of the 21st century.

Here we are; it’s 2005, and al-
though the belt line may be too
extreme for modern day, is one
minor bagpipe march enough to
initiate our freshmen into this
campus community?

ber Rhonda Hoffert.

The Throwback will be a regular feature in this year’s
Spectator. Each Throwback will display news items
from Spectators dating from the early-to-mid 1900s.

The Throwback is researched by Spectator staff mem-

Waterwelon feed aids

The

"Throwback

A letter to the Spectator,

I was a student at Mcpherson College off and on from the fall of 1929 to the
spring of 1938. My one enduring contribution to the college is the name Jezebel
for the college whistle. | thought you might be interested in how it came about.

I was writing a regular column in the Spectator titled “College Daze,” the diary
of a not too literate freshman. This allowed me a running commentary on the
passing scene.

Something happened to the whistle that announced the hours. To fill in, the
maintenance man, Frank Forney, who we all loved but regularly vilified, rigged a
noise-maker comprised of a series of automobile horns of he a-00-gah type then

in getting acquainted

Printed on Tuesday, September 15,1925

in vogue, mounted in a large wash tub for resonance.

That thing went off one day just as | passed the desk of Dr. Ray Petry’s Old
Testament class, in time to hear him say, “that thing is the offspring of perdi-
tion.” This comment was duly reported in that week’s College Daze, suggesting
to me the name of Ahab’s wicked queen, Jezebel.

The name stuck.

All the same, | was surprised when visiting the campus years later, during a
brief period as a college trustee, that the whistle was still Jezebel.

So | have one thing to be remembered by. Generations yet unborn may well
pass to classes to the sound of Jezebel.

About three hundred students enjoyed the mixer held
on the campus Saturday night. The mixer, which was in
the form of a watermelon feed, was under the auspices
of the YMCA and YWCA.

The students gathered at about 7:30 p.m. and were di-
rected in playing games by Coach Gardner.

Nearly all the games were old-fashioned ones familiar
to all. “Drop the Handkerchief,” “Flying Dutchman,”
“Ruth and Jacob” and “Three Deep” furnished much
fun for all.

Following a group of greatly appreciated Italian read-
ings by Ester Wilbur, the college cheerleaders took
charge and led the group in singing the college song.

John D. Bower, age 93

*A note from the editor: The college still has the capablities to “ring” Jezebel.
How appropriate would it be if we, a school of auto restoration, would play a
bell of automobile sounds in between classes as Frank Forney did?
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Volleyball brings out
the MC-Hammer

ANGELINA FIORENZI

Spectator Staff

The Lady Bulldogs hope to continue the
start to a successful season Thursday as they
host Bethel College.

The volleyball team began the season 3-
1 in their second annual volleyball tourna-
ment at the Sport Center last weekend.

Last Friday night, the Lady Bulldogs rolled
over their first opponent, Bacone College.
The team finished the match with scores
of 30-15,30-8 and 30-13. Chandra Mayhan
finished with 11 kills and seven defensive
digs. Jessica Miller also finished with seven
defensive digs and eight kills. Kendra Ste-

with 18 kills and 11 defensive digs. Doug-
las finished with 23 kills and two blocks.
These hitters had the help of Stephenson’s
combined 109 set assists in the four matches
and Kelsey Crist’s 15 aces and 44 defensive
digs.

Stephenson feels that the team is “going to
surprise a lot of people in our conference,
even though we have a young team”.

As far as what they need to work on, Mill-
er thinks that they are “pretty inconsistent
in some areas like serving and passing, but
with more practice, we will improve.”

Many of the girls have similar goals. Crist
would like to “finish higher than we were
ranked and to play well as a team.” The

phenson, team’s
the start- perfor-
ing setter, mance in
finished the  four
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assists and McP proved
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22-30 to Tabor: 30 30 30 Their
Black Hills first con-
State. Jen- ference
nifer Mar- test would
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eight kills and two blocks while Mayhan
finished with six kills, one set assist, three
defensive digs and one block.

Another contributor to the hitting staff was
Ashlee Douglas, who finished with five kills,
one dig and one block. All their efforts were
boosted by Stephenson’s 24 set assists.

The team dominated the final two match-
les of the day. The first of the two matches,
against Stephens College resulted in scores
of 30-14, 30-20 and 30-11. The next match
was versus Central Christian College and
brought them scores of 30-15, 30-17 and
30-21. These two matches showed just how
well-rounded the team is, from the hitting
staff to the diggers.

Marquette finished the four-match invita-
tional with a total of 30 kills and six blocks.
Mayhan finished with 30 kills and 22 defen-
sive digs. Miller had 29 kills, 31 defensive
digs and two blocks. Mandy Morgan finished

night at Tabor. The Lady Bulldogs played
well according to Coach Nathalea Stephen-
son, but fell to Tabor in three games at 30-
22, 30-23 and 30-28.

“We serve received much better and we
covered (the court) so much better. 1 felt
like we shut down their best hitter,” Coach
Stephenson said.

The Lady Bulldogs were never out of the
match. In all three games the team had the
lead at some point. Twelve aces kept the
team in the match, but eight errors on serve
were part of the team’s down fall.

“Eight serve errors is a 16 point swing,”
Coach Stephenson said. The 16 point swing
and a low kill percentage hurt the team. The
Lady Bulldogs only had 41 kills on 116
attempts during the match, but Coach Ste-
phenson is hopeful.

The Lady Bulldog’s next game is Tuesday
night at home versus Bethel College at 7

Sophomore Ashlee Douglas goes up for the block during a game at the McPherson Invitational
while teammates look on. The Lady Bulldogs went 3-1 at the tournament. The Bulldogs will face

Bethel Sept. 13, in the Sport Center.

p.m.

“We beat Bethel the last game of the sea-
son at home last year. The girls will come
to play,” Coach Stephenson said. She also
made comments on how nobody in the
conference can take the Lady Bulldogs for

photo by Agnes Teixido-Grana

“We always show up and we always play|
hard,” Coach Stephenson said.

granted.

_et’s hear It
for the team

MaLLORY YUNGEBURG

Spectator Staff

The new cheerleading pro-
gram has already begun. Be-
cause cheerleading is now a
part of the athletic program, the
team will follow the same eli-
gibility and program guidelines
of all McPherson College ath-
letics, including the KCAC and
NAIA requirements.

Elmi Sanchez, a returner
to the squad, said, “We have
more resources and money, so
we can go to (cheerleading)
camp.” Also, she was glad that
cheerleading was finally recog-
nized as a sport because Jaymie
Bickford, another returning
cheerleader, has been trying for
that since they were both fresh-
man in the fall of 2002.

“I’m excited about being able
to do co-ed stunting, and it’s
nice to have a coach because
we are more organized,” San-
chez said.

Bickford said that “overall we
have more spirit and we have
better technique.” Bickford also
said that she hopes the faculty
and staff will take the cheer-

photo by Ryan Heller
Senior Kathleen Realmuto and
freshmen Hilary Chapman and
Ashley Laudick practice cheers
for Saturday’s football game in
the fithess room.

leading squad more seriously.
The new coach for the cheer-

leading squad is Tia Leach.

Coach Leach has had more than

twelve years of experience in
cheerleading and dance at High
School, Collegiate and competi-
tive levels. She hopes now that
cheerleading is an official sport
it will increase school spirit and
get the crowd more into the
games and athletic programs.

“I’'m really proud of the girls
who | took to camp,” Leach
said.

Coach Leach wants to get a
consistent number of 20 mem-
bers in the squad. However,
she hopes that the squad will
get larger as the season pro-
gresses.

“Hopefully people will be
proud of the girls because they
have gone through a lot to in-
crease school spirit. Also we
we’re going to do more com-
munity stuff, and we will try to
make it to all other sport activi-
ties,” Leach said.

Now that cheerleading is an
official sport, the squad will
have a fresh start with more
involvement and more spirit. If
anybody would like to join the
squad Coach Leach is the one
to contact.

Harriers look

to turn heads in ‘05

Liz WAGONER
Photo Editor

Starting the season with seven
freshmen and three returnees,
the cross country team looks to
have a fresh start despite sev-
eral injuries.

“l expect a lot of top to bot-
tom competition,” Coach Dave
Smith said. “Our attitude is
good and our work ethic is
good.”

Although the team is young,

they are still looking to the re-
turnees for leadership and con-
sistency. Using that consistency
as a guide, the newest harriers
bring their own flare that should
lead to several key finishes.

“l want to help build a pro-
gram that has the potential to be
a powerhouse,” Brent Bailey, a
freshman from Simla, Colo.,
said.

With only three participants
and two actually running, the
girl’s cross country team may

use this year as a building year
for the future of the team’s suc-
cess. Past years have ceased to
bring about much interest in the
sport, so having three interested
girls helps a lot.

“Even though we don’t yet
have a girl’s captain, we look to
‘Captain Planet’ (Bryan Gros-
bach) for leadership and guid-
ance,” Megan Meyer, a fresh-
man from Beloit, Kan., said.

College looks forward
to new tennis program

JEssica ARNOLD
Spectator Staff

McPherson College has ath-
letics for everyone, but are
there enough choices? The col-
lege is now trying to broaden
the students’ horizons yet again.
Starting in the fall of 2006, ten-
nis will be the newest sport on
campus.

The college has already debat-
ed and approved the upcoming
tennis program. The new girls
basketball coach, J.D. Gravina,
will handle coaching the new
tennis team.

When asked why he thought
tennis was a good thing to have
at the college, Coach Gravina

replied, “Tennis is a lifetime
sport that players can benefit
from their entire lives. Tennis
demands grueling physical ef-
fort; plus, it requires intense
mental focus. For this reason,
| believe, tennis belongs on a
college campus.” Coach Gravi-
na has a lot of drive for tennis
and is excited to start.

The college does have a his-
tory when it comes to a tennis
program. Inthe 1970s and early
1980s, the women’s team won
the Kansas AIAW crown and a
pair of KCAC titles, coached
by Doris Coppock, professor
emeritus of physical educa-
tion, about that same time, the

mens tennis team battled for the
KCAC title under Coach Ger-
ald Holman.

Six other schools in the con-
ference have men’s and wom-
en’s tennis. Competition is said
to be tough. However, Coach
Gravina is optimistic.

“Central Kansas has a pleth-
ora of tennis talent, which will
give us a strong local recruiting
base. We will also look to our
alumni connections to help us
recruit quality tennis student
athletes from outside the im-
mediate area. | believe both
programs have the potential
to be very competitive in the
KCAC,” Coach Gravina said.

OPPONENT/LOCATION
Cross -
Country Friends Sept. 9 6 p.m.
Men’s & .

Women’s Greenw(lllle) College Sept. 10 31 p.mm.
Soccer p-m.
Football @ Sterling Sept. 10 7p.m.

JV Football @ Kansas Wesleyan Sept. 12 7 p.m.
Men’s & o

; @ Central Christian 2:30 p.m.

Women’s Sept. 13 )

Soccer College 4:30 p.m.

Volleyball Bethel (H) Sept. 13 6&7p.m.
Men’s &

Women'’s York College (H) Sept. 15 6&8p.m.
Soccer

Volleyball @ St. Mary Sept. 15 7 p.m.

Cross Bulldog Invitational .
Country (H) Sept. 17 10:30 a.m.

Volleyball Avila College (H) Sept. 17 2& 4 p.m.
Men’s &

Women'’s @ Okl%h%rr?a Wes- Sept. 17 28& 4p.m.
Soccer y
Football Bethel (H) Sept. 17 7 p.m.
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Soccer kicks off versus USAO

WOMEN PLAYERS
POSITIVE ABOUT SEASON FIETH

Spectator Staff

Desipite a rocky start, the
Lady Bulldogs soccer team
will forge ahead to their game
against Greenville College of
Illinois on SaturdayThe ladies
opened their season with a loss
to the University of Science
and Arts of Oklahoma at Bull-
dog Stadium on Tuesday, Sept.
6..

Ten minutes into the game,
USAO put the ball past Mac’s
defense to take an early 1-0
lead. Shortly after that, the
Lady Drovers pushed the ball
through to jump up 2-0. With
four minutes and 18 seconds
left until half-time, USAO
scored once again to leave the
field with a 3-0 lead over the
Lady Bulldogs.

A weary McPherson team
returned to the field after half-
time while the Lady Drovers
were still going strong, putting
two goals past McPherson.
With six and a half minutes left
to play, USAO netted one last

JAMES KEITH

Guest Sorts Columnist

Have you driven down
Kansas Avenue and noticed
a large group of kids tearing
up the grass at Lakeside Park
while playing a game not usu-
ally associated with tearing up
anything? That would be the
McPherson College Mudhuck-
ers: the proud, loud and usually
injured ultimate frisbee team.

“We’re no different than any
other athletic team,” said team
president Jeremy Hoffman. Ul-
timate frisbee has been a rela-
tively quiet sport in the grand
scheme of things until recently.
The popularity of ultimate fris-
bee is on the rise and is catch-
ing the attention of most col-
leges and universities around
the nation.

McPherson College and Kan-
sas State University have had

goal, defeating the Lady Bull-
dogs 0-7.

“The game against USAO
was a good test for our team
to see where we are. They will
probably be our toughest com-
petition all season and it was
a hard loss, but we will come
back from it. | have total confi-
dence in our team,” said Rylee
Miller, sr.

Earlier in the season, the Lady
Bulldogs lost their return-

ing goalie, sophomore Lind- senior Rylee Miller (above)
sey Latham. During practice, looks for an open teammate
Latham broke her tibia and is during the game versus USAO
while freshman Jose Reyes

) i (right) darts around another
What happened to Llndsey player during practice.

out for the season.

was just plain unfair. She

MEN RANKED
IN THE REGION

Spectator Staff

On Tuesday, Sept. 6, the
men’s soccer team opened their
season against the University of
Science and Arts of Oklahoma
at Bulldog Stadium. Although
the Bulldogs came out looking
strong in the alumni scrimmage
on Sept. 3, they were unable to
beat the Drovers and suffered a

1-3 loss.

Freshman Ramsey Asad took
a pass from sophomore Trey
Hutchins and put it past US-
AO’S goalkeeper for his first
collegiate goal. The Bulldogs
ended the first half with a 1-0
lead over the Drovers.

Although the Bulldogs were
outshot 9-2 in the first 45 min-
utes of the game, sophomore
goalkeeper Mike Davis came

photo by Lindsey Latham

worked so hard this sum-
mer to be ready, and | was
excited to see that pay

off for her,” Coach Doug
Quint said. “Lindsey will
be a better goalkeeper and
person after this. She is a
fighter, so | really expect
her to learn a lot and come
back twice as good next

SEepPT. 6 vs. USAO

Women: 0
USAOQO: 7
Men: 1
USAO: 3

up strong against any
USAO attempts.

In the second half,
USAO scored, tying the
game at 1-1. Shortly af-
ter their first goal, the
Drovers were awarded a
penalty kick after a call
against McPherson.

With the score now
2-1, the Bulldogs strug-
gled to close the gap.

By the end of the
game, five yellow cards
had been handed out.

With less than a min-
ute on the clock, USAO
was awarded yet another

year.”

photo by Ryan Heller

penalty kick. The Drov-

A student perspective:
What is Ultimate Frisbee?

a relationship since the forma-
tion of the Mudhuckers; that
relationship strengthened when
Pete Samland, a 2003 graduate
of McPherson College, went
to K-State for graduate school.
Now the team travels with K-
State to places all over the
Midwest. Here are just some of
the places that the Mudhuck-
ers have traveled to in order to
“huck the disc”: Tulsa, OkKla.,
Little Rock, St. Louis, Kansas

illustration by Seth Schoming

City, Oklahoma City, lowa,
Texas and even New Orleans
for some Mardi Gras Frisbee.

Currently there is no relation-
ship with the University of Kan-
sas. Beth Krehbiel has a good
reason for that; “Oh not KU!
They’re the ones that broke my
collar bone.”

This past summer marked
the fifth year of the Mudhuck-

ers’ participation in the K-State
Summer Frisbee League in
Manhattan. Out of town tour-
naments are an experience that
words can barely do justice.

Tournaments are usually held
over the course of a weekend,
with the Mudhuckers leaving
on Fridays, and getting to the
tournaments sometime in the
wee hours of Saturday morn-
ing. Saturday’s events com-
mence with matches from 8
a.m. through 4 p.m. The close of
Saturday, regardless of current
rank, consists of finding pizza,
chicken wings or any other food
they can find large amounts of
for very little money. Then it’s
off to bed, joined by about 12
people crammed into the same
single hotel room.

“There is no awkwardness
when you’re a Mudhucker,”
Hoffman said.

So what is ultimate frisbee?

“Think soccer, think football,
with a little bit of Frisbee ac-
tion,” Krehbiel said. Ultimate
frisbee resembles football in
the fundamental patterns of
playing. For example, there is a
kick-off of sorts when one team
“hucks” the Frisbee across the
field at the opposing team. It is
returned in football fashion to
goals at either end of the field.
It’s the getting there that is
tough to get used to.

“It’s not supposed to be full
contact, but. . .” Krehbiel said.
Whoever receives the frishee
can only move two steps before
passing it to another player and
so on until the disc either finds
its way into the hands of a play-
er in the team’s goal or into the
hands of the opposing teams. If
the disc hits the ground, it’s a
turnover to the other team.

This fall your Mudhuckers
will host the 5th Annual “Flat-

land Freezer.” This year it’s
guaranteed to be a true freezer;
the dates are set for Dec. third
and fourth at Grant Park on the
north end of McPherson. In the
past, the Flatland Freezer has
seen teams from Colorado to
Missouri, Texas to Minnesota.
This year they’re expecting an-
other high turnout from around
the Midwest. The tournament
will see corporate sponsorship
from Gaia Ultimate, Inc., the
largest ultimate frisbee apparel
and equipment supplier in the
world. The team, as with all
other campus teams, has a fac-
ulty sponsor, Ken Yohn.

“He’s a big help at the tourna-
ment. He makes things run, but
won’t run himself,” Hoffman
said. The team co-captains are
Alex Tyler and Alan Grosbach,
but a very fragile Tyler recently
had the hardware from his bro-
ken collar bone removed and

ers completed the kick, defeat-
ing the Bulldogs 3-1.

“All the players looked really
good and ready to go. We have
some that are performing much
better than others but a lot of
that has to do with experience.
The returners have stepped up
their leadership roles tremen-
dously this year. All the re-
turning players came in fit and
ready to go, which set the bar
for the newcomers pretty high,”
Coach Doug Quint said.

On Tuesday, Sept. 6, the Bull-
dogs accomplished a McPher-
son College first by receiving
the #5 ranking in Region IV of
the NAIA.

“l believe we earned that #5
rating,” Quint said. “I expect us
to be right there for the confer-
ence title this year and will be
disappointed otherwise, as will
the players.”

The Bulldogs will host Green-
ville College of Illinois on Sat-
urday, Sept. 10 at Bulldog Sta-
dium at 3 p.m.

will be “on the bench” for an-
other six weeks.

“I’ve been playing for six
years, but now I’m so depressed
that I can’t play. I cry myself to
sleep,” Tyler said.

If you’re interested in joining
the Mudhuckers, they are more
than happy to see new faces at
Lakeside Park for practices. To
find out possible times of prac-
tice, contact Tyler, Grosbach or
Hoffman. Although, the most
effective way might be to just
join in when you see them prac-
ticing, which is almost daily in
the afternoons.

“We’re open for anyone to
join, get hurt, huck a little and
make new friends,” Hoffman
said.

By the way, “hucking” is the
action of throwing the frisbee.
Also, in regard to the squirrel
turds, | have no idea why that’s
on their bright pink shirts, but

A fresh start for Bulldog football

Bryan GroseachH

Sports Editor

The football team ended last
season with disappointment.
After finishing the season with a
4-6 record and 5" in the KCAC,
the Bulldogs need to revive
themselves. They started the
2004-05 school year as the pre-
season number one team in the
conference and the 16" team in
the country. Unfortunately, in-
juries and some bad luck early
in the season pointed the Bull-
dogs in the wrong direction, but
this is a different year and a dif-
ferent team.

This season the Bulldogs are
picked to finish 7" in the con-
ference by the coaches and 8"
by the media. Coach David
Cunningham has other plans.
He says that the team needs to
“play hard, practice hard, and
execute” if they want to suc-
ceed this year.

“Talent will allow for a good
season,” Cunningham said.

When asked how this year
will be different, Coach Cun-
ningham replied, “It’s a young-
er team, but | think a bit more
talented. It was kind of tough
being picked first last year,
that’s something we’re not used
to.” Coach also made reference
to the fact that the Bulldogs
were picked to finish in the bot-
tom half of conference, which

will give players a chip on the
shoulder.

Even after graduating several
seniors last year, Coach Cun-
ningham is confident with his
players. He can name off nu-
merous returners that he pre-
dicts will make an impact and
many young and new faces that
will play key roles for the bull-
dogs this season.

Cunningham points out that
one of the keys for the team this
season is “getting the offense
going again.” Last season the
Bulldogs averaged only 15
points per game, while in 2003
the team averaged 30 points per
game. Coach Cunningham is
confident that the defense and
special teams will keep up their
end as they have the past two
years.

“We need to play more on the
edge,” Cunningham said.

Coach Cunningham is look-
ing for a lot of excitement out
of the team.

“We had a lot of dead weight
last year, and | don’t think we
have that this year. We’ll have
more people who will contrib-
ute from top to bottom this year
than we did last year,” Cun-
ningham said.

The Bulldogs open their sea-
son at Sterling College on Sat-
urday night at 7 p.m.

photo by Liz Wagoner

Senior John Irvine (left) and sophomore Damien Sanders study their defensive plays, as they prepare for tomorrow night’'s season opener at

Sterling.
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Keeping Up
With SGA

SGA has made the
following changes
to the Homecoming
process:

“*There will be no
Homecoming court.
All individuals will
be selected from the
senior class only.

**Nominations will
be made by faculty
and staff based on
scholarship,
participation and

service.

I you are “*SGA will tally
interested in nominations,
contributing na_rrowmg the

to the candidates down to

Spectator, 5 males and
please call 5 females.

usat ext

1115 or . .

email A VIdeo_ clip of t_he
usat 10 candidates will
spectator. be shown to
bulldog. freshmen and
mepherson. || transfers so they

have a chance to
“get to know” the
senior candidates.

“The final vote will
be on the Friday of
Homecoming and
winners will be
announced
during half-time of
the football game.

Popular game raises

new concerns

Number of fatalities on the increase

ADRIELILE HARVEY

News Editor

Although the “pass out game” has
long been a way to have fun for
many junior high, high school and
college students, the game has re-
cently caused arise of concern. The
game, also known as “space mon-
key,” “funky chicken,” “blackout,”

said.

As a high school student, Ham-
marlund participated in the game a
number of times. He stated that his
reason for playing the game was be-
cause he and his friends were bored
and were not old enough to drive.

Hammarlund, as well as other
students, gave his definition of the

the game affects a person’s senses.

“Your senses come back at differ-
ent times. Hearing comes first, sight
last,” Hammarlund said.

In more serious cases, a person
uses other methods to cut off air sup-
ply, such as belts, ropes and plastic
bags. Many times, subjects are alone
and it ultimately leads to self-stran-

P “ : ~ “correct” way to play the game. gulation and death.

Iflatllner, and gjffocatlon rou He explained that if a person plays  “For some people, the feeling is
ette,” has seen an in- % good. th
crease in the amount keeg do} ng e:);
it What to watch for: and it becomes

Accordin to stu- addictive, and
dents Wﬁo have “*Bloodshot eyes that’s  when

laved. th - they startdoing
played, there are a **Headaches it alone” said
number of reasons Kelli Jo'hnson
why the game has be- ™ Unusual marks on the neck persona coun-
come so popular. i .

Megan p,\,ﬁ)eyer fr ** Belts and ropes with unusual knots found in the | selor. _
Beloit, witnessed a person’s possession Sﬁgh”sggr:"n(f
friend playing the : ; -
game ealy in high For more information go to: ally knngstr?;
school after hear- cases

ing about it from her

kidshealth.org

McPherson

) College cam-
Err:])teher, asenior at the WWW.Cnn.com s involv-
“She (Meyer’s msnbc.msn.com ing the pass
friend) just wanted to _ out game, but
o . www.cbsnews.com/stories others are un-
try it,” Meyer said. “I

i " aware of these

thought it was cool. S

activities.

Aside from the idea
that the game is cool, other reasons
young people gave for playing the
game areto increase sexua pleasure,
to obtain a drug-like high without
using illegal substances and simply
to see how people react when they
pass out.

However, asin Meyer’s case, many
people are unaware of the dangers of
the pass out game.

Scott Hammarlund, soph., McPher-
son, disagrees about the dangers of
the pass out game. He believes that
if done correctly, there should be no
negative outcomes.

“If you do it the right way, | don’t
see a problem with anyone getting
hurt unless they fal,” Hammarlund

the game with other people around,
nothing should go wrong because
those people can make sure the per-
son wakes up. Hammarlund said he
feels the game is dangerous only
when people begin to play the game
alone.

The most common way to play the
gameincludes having one person cut
off the oxygen to another person’s
brain using their hands. After about
15 seconds, the person will pass out
for about five to ten seconds. When
the person wakes up, he or she may
experience euphoria, temporary
amnesia, dizziness, shaking, severe
headaches and confusion, as well as
other phenomena.

Hammarlund also described how

“1 have not heard of that ever hap-
pening on campus,” said Lamonte
Rothrock, dean of students.

Rothrock stated that just because
he is not aware of it, does not mean
it has not happened. He explained
that students seek out a goal and one
of the waysto meet isby being chal-
lenged. However, he feels the game
is a negative challenge and an un-
necessary risk.

“Nobody ever assumes they’re go-
ing to be the one who ends in a bad
result. You just assume that you’ll be
in that 95 percent,” Rothrock said.

For more information about the
pass out game check out the web-
sites listed above.

On the Go
With SAB

SEPT. 9, 8 p.m.

Texas Hold ‘Em
Tournament
SU Basement

SEPT. 11,1 p.m.

Sand Volleyball
Tournament

SEPT. 17

Home Cross
Country Meet
10:30 a.m.

Home Football
Game
7 p.m.

Don‘t forget S2
Tuesday movie
nights at the
McPherson
Cinema!
Bring your
Mac ID!

Remember the
first Friday of every
month is free
Cosmic Bowling at
Starlite Lanes.
10:30- Midnight
Bring your Mac ID!

MC Students, Please Remember to Support McPherson Businesses!

Last year over 140 McPherson area businesses made financial contributions to support McPherson College
students. Many of these businesses are owned by or employ McPherson College alumni.

They have generously supported you and your activities here at McPherson College. So, students: please first
consider making purchases from these local businesses when spending your money.

Accounting Solutions

Adams, Brown, Beran & Ball

Advantage Real Estate
Services

Albert’s Plumbing &
Heating, Inc.

Alliance Agency, Inc.

American Maplan
Corporation

The Appraisal Company

Appraisal Service, Inc.

Robert J. Arnold, O.D.

Artshirt - Gear for Sport

Auto Customs Collision
Repair

Steve Bahr Agency, Inc.,
American Family
Insurance

Bank of America

Barnt Chiropractic Clinic

Becker Lock & Key

Becker Tire of McPherson,
Inc.

Belli Bros. Music & Trains,
Inc.

Best Western Holiday Manor

The Bookshelf

Bremyer & WiseLLC

Brunk Jewelers

Rod Buchman Agency,
Farmer Insurance
Group

Burgett’s Furniture
CertainTeed Corporation
Classic Floors & Interiors
Community Foot Clinic
Cooper Tire of McPherson,
Inc.
Ken D. Cotton, D.D.S.
Cox Communications
Creative Hairlines
Culligan Soft Water Service
Culver’sWines & Spirits
Hugo Dahlstrom, CPA
Dairy Queen
Davies Communications
Deer Trail Implement, Inc.
Dirt Cheap Banners
Ebaugh’s Gifts
Economy Hearing Aid
Center, Inc.
Eickbush Production
Company LLC
Ellene McKean & Associates,
Inc.
Elliott Carpet Center
Elliott Insurance & Real
Estate
Engquist Tractor Company,
Inc.
Family Barber Shop
Family Dental Center
Farmers Alliance Mutual
Insurance Company

Farmers State Bank of
McPherson
Fee Insurance Group
Four Seasons Realtors
Wade Gaeddert, M.D.

Glidden-Ediger Funeral
Home

Golden Dragon

Graber’sAce Hardware

Great Plains Federal Credit
Union

Guys ‘N Gals

Hassman Termite & Pest
Control

Phil Havens Agency,
American Family
Insurance

Havens Printing & Copy

Headquarters Hair Care
Center

Heartland Veterinary Clinic

Gary Hess Agency,
Edward Jones

Holman, Snell & Associates,
Ameriprise Financial
Services, Inc.

Home State Bank & Trust

Hooper Advertising

Horizon Real Estate Services

Hospira, Inc.

Investment Center

J.D.’s Kwik Burger
Jantz Lumber & Hardware,
Inc.
Johns Manville
KNGL-KBBE Radio
Kansas Fast Lube
Karstetter & KlendaLLC
Kenney Photography
King Enterprise Group, Inc.
Jim LaDuke Agency, State
Farm Insurance
Donna L ehner Agency, New
York Life Insurance
Main Street Deli
Mapl e Street Veterinary
Hospital
McPherson Business
Machines
McPherson Concrete
Products
McPherson CopyRight, Inc.
McPherson County Abstract
Company
McPherson Dental Care LLC
McPherson Eye Care
McPherson Laundry & Dry
Cleaners
McPherson Motors, Inc.
McPherson Realty Exchange
McPherson Rental Center
McPherson Travel Center
Meads Retail Service

Medical Center Pharmacy

Mid Kansas Machine, Inc.

Midtec of America, Inc.

Midway Motors, Inc.

Miller’s Pre-owned Autos,
Inc

Millers Automotive Electric

Michael T. Mills, Atty.

William S. Mills, Atty.

Montana Mike’s

Morris Enterprises

Rex J. Morris Investments

Ted A. Morris, CPA

National Cooperative
Refinery Association

Nasbar & Girill

Nelson Nursery

David O’Dell, CPA

Shelley Overholt, M.D.

David R. Parks

Richard J. Penner, D.D.S.

Peoples Bank and Trust

Pizzaco, Inc.

Premier Casting & Machine
Services

Pyle & Associates

Quizno’s

Redigas, Inc.

Route 56 Express

Schmidt Water Softening

Merle K. Schroeder, O.D.

Sears

Security Title Company

Sharp Advertising

Shear Expressions

Sheets-Adams Realtors

Sherwin-Williams Company

Galen Shields Agency, State

Farm Insurance
H. Hadley Sizemore, Atty.
Stanion Wholesale Electric
Company

Starlite Lanes

Stockham Family Funeral
Home

Swindall, Janzen, Hawk &
Loyd, CPA

TC Mower Repair

Tr Subz, Inc.

Vanguard Piping Systems,
Inc.

Vern’s, Inc.

Waddell & Reed, Inc.

Wagoner Construction

Wallace Chevrol et-
Oldsmobile, Inc.

Wheat State Motel

AndreaWillems, CPA

You Store-It

Michael Yowell, D.D.S.

Zeitlow Distributing
Company
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